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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Welcome to term three.
We have had a very positive start to the term, and have
expected students to have read their Semester One reports to
help plan their goals for this semester. We have sent out a
survey asking our parents and carers for feedback regarding
the online reports that we accessed through COMPASS. We
value this feedback and use it to help us improve our practices
for the future.
We have welcomed
three groups of guests
from overseas that are
visiting Australia and
spending time learning
at our school. Fifteen
Chinese students and
their teachers from
Hangzhou have been
working with our Year
8
students
and
teachers.
Thirteen Italian students and two of their teachers from Padova
have participated in the Italian classes, supporting our students
to converse in Italian as our students also help our guests with
their English. Earlier this year, our students had a similar
experience attending their school in Padova.
In addition, twelve Year 11 Italian students from Milan are
working in our school for the term and supporting our VCE
Italian program.
I was very pleased to see our students enthusiastically
welcoming our guests to Belmont High School and enjoying the
opportunity of developing friendships and learning from each
other.
I thank all the families that are hosting our students during their
stay in Victoria. These very rich programs help build networks
for our students and amazing experiences that are rare in many
schools.
Thank you to our teachers Ms Federica Cologne, Ms Antonietta
Gregory, our International Student Coordinator; Ms Simone
Buchanan-Huhn and our Business Manager; Ms Kate
Dangerfield who have helped make these experiences
possible.
Sporting Achievements
Our Volleyball, Basketball, Soccer and Badminton teams have
represented us very well this term. The Intermediate boys and
girls in Badminton won their division in the recent Geelong
Secondary School competitions, bringing home two pennants
to add to our bursting walls in the Gym. The Senior boys won
the overall Basketball Victoria Championship at the Victorian
College Championship competition in Melbourne.
They
brought home a pennant and a trophy. Well done to all the
teams.
Back at school, our Junior School Captains had organised a
Volleyball House competition with the Year 7 students. Both
Mango and Gold House played off in the finals with Gold House
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
2017
Monday 31 June WEEK A
Int Band/Int Jazz Camp
General Assembly
Tuesday 1 August
Legal Studies excursion, Melbourne
WMR Sport finals
Yr 12 Accounting SAC
Wednesday 2 August
Yr 8 Ebony, Mango, Red Point Addis/Alcoa excursion
Year 9 Risk-taking education performance, 1.45pm
Thursday 3 August
CURRICULUM DAY—Student free day
Friday 4 August
WMR Sport finals
Monday 7 August WEEK B
VTAC applications open
Yr 8 Girls hockey
House assemblies
Band Support cake stall
Parents Association meeting, 7.15pm
Year 10 TeenAID First Aid Session, periods 1-4
Tuesday 8 August
Yr 8 Boys hockey
Wednesday 9 August
Yr 12 Legal Studies excursion
Yr 8 Blue & Silver Point Addis/Alcoa
Thursday 10 August
WMR Sport finals
Friday 11 August
Yr 8 Purple & Green Point Addis/Alcoa
Yr 7 Boys & Girls Hockey
House Music Competition, 1.00pm

CURRICULUM DAY

Thursday 3rd August—No formal classes
PARENT OPINION SURVEY
The Parent Opinion Survey will open on 7th August. This is
now an on-line survey. Approximately 30% of the school community are randomly chosen to complete the survey. If you are
invited to this survey, please complete it as it gives us valuable
feedback of what works well that should be continued, and the
opportunities for improvement.

24 hr STUDENT ABSENCE LINE

5241 0090

Parents only to call to report student’s name,
house/form, reason for absence, and date.
Absences can also be entered on
COMPASS by parents/guardians.
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winning overall. This was a very exciting match between two strong sides. The students had fun and were supported by the older
students who coached and umpired the competitions.
Education Perfect Competition Results
Again, in 2017, we had a number of students participate in the Education Perfect Competition. This competition is online and was
completed during the first half of the year. Recently we received the results of the Language and Social Science sections of the
competition. Congratulations to the following students who received the following results:
Gold Language Awards
Angus Latham
Vincent Dang
Jessica Betts
Beau Attard
Silver Language Awards
Nadia Mehta
Yash Patel
Jett Krupa
Silver Social Science Award
Theo Zhou

Bronze Language Awards
Emma Thorp
Josh Scott
Flynn Mackay
Kai Lambert
Husna Kodir
Asha James
Ashlyn Hobbs
Jessica Harvey
Cody Funston
Lily Frost
Casey Frost
Amity Durran
Liv Beckwith-Smith
Nicki Badii

Language Credit Awards
Emma Anderson
Abbey Chalmers
Indigo Costin
Isaiah Daniels
Chloe Garner-Baylis
Will Herni
Ekala Hollingsworth
William Jones
Ruby Leishman
Akanksha Machhral
Rhys Morgans
Riley Rogers
Emily Scott
Olivia Steele
Dylan Vine
Georgia Viney
Tash Walker

Congratulations to Nikhil Mehta who received an Elite Award and achieved an outstanding overall 3 rd place in Indonesian out of
350,000 competitors worldwide. Nikhil was presented with his certificate and a medal at our Assembly this term. All students were
acknowledged at our General Assembly this week.
Staffing
Congratulations to Ms Tania McKew who has recently obtained an Assistant Principal position at Grovedale College. Tania has
been instrumental in leading the curriculum work in the school as well as stepping in to the Assistant Principal role throughout the
last two years. As an excellent teacher, she has made a significant impact on her students who have continually shown respect
and support towards her. I wish her every success in her new role.
Sandra Eglezos
Principal

FORM ASSEMBLY ATTENDANCE

As mentioned in the last newsletter, regular attendance, including punctuality is extremely important in the running of any
organisation. This has been reiterated to the students at General Assembly this week. At Belmont High School, we have a number
of students who are attending school later than the 8.50am start time and others who are not following an absence with a legitimate
explanation from their parents. We understand that there are some situations that are out of the student’s control regarding their
arrival at school and this will be taken into consideration. However, parents need to be aware that it is compulsory for your child to
attend Form Assembly on a daily basis. If your child is late or absent, then you must notify the school by calling the absence line,
providing a written note for your child to present to the office or provide an acceptable explanation directly via Compass. Your
support in this process is extremely important and appreciated.
Please note that the following processes have been in place from the start of this week for students who are late or missing Form
Assembly:
 Students who arrive at the office late without a parental note outlining an acceptable reason, will be given an automatic
lunchtime detention.
 If a student is absent from Form Assembly once during the week, they will receive a lunchtime detention on the following
Tuesday. The Form Teacher completes the ‘Absent from Class’ chronicle on Compass which automatically sends an
email home notifying parents that their child was not present at Form Assembly and you are given the rest of the week to
explain their absence via one of the processes above or else a detention notification will follow for the following Tuesday.
As mentioned in the email, if the student is out on Sport or an Excursion, the list may not have been entered when the
email is sent home and will be rectified as the day goes on, so please disregard the email if that is the case for your child.
 Students who do not attend that lunchtime detention will receive a Friday After School Detention (FASCUC) at the end of
that week and parents will be notified.
 If students are late or do not attend Form Assembly more than once in a week, the House Leader is notified. The House
Leader will issue a Friday After School Detention (FASCUC) on Compass and the Form Teacher will contact parents and
notify them of the FASCUC.
Michael Caccamo
Assistant Principal

STUDENT REPORT FEEDBACK

As you would be aware, this is our first report writing cycle using Compass. We hope you have had the opportunity to read your
student's report. As part of our continuous improvement, we are collecting data about the types of feedback families value to
support students' learning progress.
An email link has been sent this week requesting feedback on reports. Please click on the link to complete the survey which will
only take a few minutes.
https://goo.gl/forms/6HUzlRbbQmxVY5ZB3
We thank you for your time in completing this survey as your feedback is much appreciated.
Please contact our office if you have any questions or seek further assistance.
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INCORPORATING STEM INTO LEARNING

Over the past three years, our school has been involved in the Successful Students-STEM (SS-STEM) program, a local initiative
run in conjunction with Deakin University to engage students in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths).
Last term our Year 8 students took part in an inquiry based assessment task in which they developed their own question in relation
to energy and could incorporate their knowledge from Science, Health (nutrition) and Math (fractions, decimals and percentages).
The students were able to give feedback to each other throughout the process, and were given the opportunity to personally reflect
allowing students to refocus and help stay on track with their inquiry.
Students presented their questions and findings in front of their peers, which were very impressive. All of the students should be
extremely proud of their achievements.
Rowan O’Callaghan, Tara Robertson and Marita Nicholas
SS-STEM members

CONGRATULATIONS

Green House would like to acknowledge the hard work of Andre Joubert, Jesse Thomas and Isaac Sims who have been involved
all year in Inter School debating, which has been held at Geelong Grammar on Monday nights. This has been the first time the boys
have been part of debating and they have invested a considerable amount of time into planning, researching, writing speeches and
practising on weekends. They have really done a great job and will hopefully continue next year. Well done Andre, Jesse and Isaac!

Andre Joubert

Jesse Thomas

Isaac Sims

CYBER CATS

On Tuesday the 25th of July we headed off to Simonds Stadium to participate in the Cybercats program. To start the day, we learnt
all about the different forms of cyberbullying and where it can happen, including online gaming sites and social media. After a quick
break we had Leading Senior Constable Robbie Noggler talk to us about the legal side of bullying and what you can be charged
with if you cyberbully or bully someone. He also talked about Brodie’s law and how bullying can affect someone’s, mental, physical
and social health. We got to make a short iMovie focusing on one particular part of bullying. We were split in to 5 groups and each
group focused on a different side of bullying. When all the movies were made, the center told us that they are going to combine
them and will send us the completed copy to show the school. Overall it was a really great day and has taught us all a lot.
Jade Suckling, Emma Anderson and Mikalah McCormack

READERS CUP

Last term we participated in the Year 7 Readers Cup. Each House had a team of 3 or 4 that represented everyone. Emma
Anderson, Marcus Lytzki and Mikalah McCormack represented Green House in this event. We were given a different test
for each of the three books, Mortal Engines, Pharaoh and Falling from Grace. In between the 3 book tests we did bonus rounds to
do with the authors of the books. After all the rounds, they added up the scores from the tests and the book trailers. When they
announced the winner it was Silver, and Green placed fourth overall, but later that week we were all called to the new library. The
librarians then told us that there had been a mistake made when adding up the scores and it had changed the winner of the
Readers cup. When they announced the new places we found that Silver had been bumped down to 2 nd and Green had come first
by less than 5 points.
Jade Suckling, Emma Anderson and Mikalah McCormack

VCAL NEWS

On Friday 21st July, the VCAL students were invited to attend the Careers Expo at the Exhibition Buildings in Melbourne. This expo
encompasses all career opportunities from employment to education and training in the trades, corporate and professional sectors.
The students were exposed to a variety of resources providing information on a range of career advice and employment and
training opportunities available.
They were able to participate in a variety of career activities, such as, Bricklaying, as demonstrated by Jai Nelis, 11G. Thank you to
Mr Lynch and Mr Masters for organising the day.
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Year 12 - VTAC Information Evening
Dear Parent/Guardian

Term 3 is an important one for students in Year 12 as applications for University and many
TAFE courses are to be submitted through VTAC by the end of September.
Nick Masters, Careers and Pathways Coordinator, will be running an information evening to
discuss:








The VTAC process and important dates
Applying to University, TAFE and independent institutions
Pathways to a career
Accommodation
Scholarships
Financial issues
Special access entry (SEAS) programs

When: Tuesday 8th August at 6.30 pm
Where: The Belmont High School Library
Nick Masters
Careers and Pathways Coordinator

PARENT OPINION SURVEY 2017

WE WANT OUR PARENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK
Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents think of our school. The Parent Opinion Survey is an annual survey
offered by the Department of Education and Training that is conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected parents at each
school.
It is designed to assist our school in gaining an understanding of parents’ perception of school climate, student engagement and
relationships with our parent community. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning
and improvement strategies.
The survey will be conducted online by ORIMA Research Pty Ltd and only takes 15 minutes to complete. The survey can be
accessed via desktop computer, laptop, tablet or mobile at any convenient time within the fieldwork period from Monday 7th
August to Sunday 27th August.
Approximately 30 per cent of parents will be invited to participate in this year’s survey. All responses to the survey are
anonymous. The online survey is available in a range of languages.
The survey results will be reported back to our school at the end of September. The survey results will be communicated to
parents through annual reporting.
For further information, please speak to your child’s teacher or visit: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/
management/improvement/Pages/performsurveyparent.aspx

STUDENT WORK

Throughout Term 2, Year 7 students studied Narrative writing using the ‘7 Steps to Writing Success’. As part of their end of unit
CAT, students were required to improve a piece of their writing by including a ‘Sizzling Start’. Please enjoy the following creative
story beginnings written by Year 7 students.
Miss Erin McKenzie
Middle Years Literacy and Humanities Leader
By Rose Robertson, 7 Purple
My eyes slowly opened, white lights blinding me from the ceiling. Where was I? I tried to get up from the chair I was lying on but
my left and arms were tied down tight, I was scared, I did not know where I was. I yelled out something along the lines of “Help
me!” or “Hello?” but my only reply was my echo, bouncing off the white walls surrounding me.
The doors to my left flow open and two heavy armored men wearing white uniforms charged in. the taller one was holding a
needle shaped appliance. Both men ran over, the taller one holding my head still and clicking the sharp device. The other one
was clutching my loose wrists, hands, ankles and feet.
“3, 2, 1…” whispered the taller one, seconds before I felt a sharp pinch in the middle of my neck. Black.
By Tristan Harris, 7 Mango
My heart was beating faster than ever before, I could hear the footsteps thumping down the stairs, I closed my eyes. She was
gone. I opened my eyes and scanned the room. All I could see from the dusty corner was a rocking chair rocking and the smell of
fresh roadkill.
“What the heck?”
A simple crack was enough to bring my attention in the direction of the closet in the basement. One minute of silence felt like an
eternity. I was willing to stay in there until the faint breathing on my neck had me bolting, but when I got to the bottom of the
stairs, my heart dropped into my stomach…
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By Eloise Leitch, 7 Mango
I feel something brush past my face as I slept. I instantly open my eyes and sit up, was this another one of those dreams? I dare
not move. I glance over at the mirror and see a tall, lanky figure standing right behind me. I spin around as fast as I can.
”Who’s there?” I yell, trying not to sound as petrified as I really was. I stand up trying to scare whoever was there away.
It is probably just my older brother. But soon that was proven wrong when he stood in front of me, half in the shadows. I was just
about to speak when he started making these almost un-human like noises, but what he did next was truly terrifying. I fall back
on the bed unable to move. There in front of me was the box; finally, this is what I’ve been waiting for. I take my mask off and rip
all my skin off, dislodging all the bones in my arm. Finally, I can be who I truly am…
By Riley McArthur, 7 Mango
We open the box, then all of a sudden I clutch my ears, the ringing sound electrifies my body. Am I dead?
Earlier this morning, before the end, of everything, before the war…
As I step into the office, the police station is buzzing. I ask my partner, Steve Stevenson, Whom I had alwas had a work-crush on
“What In the world is happening?”
“I believe that there is an unidentified object on Route 62” He yells over the sound of phones buzzing everywhere.
I see my captains face as he walks over to me, fresh out of his office, where I could tell he was on a distressing call. I don’t know
if it was the pale, white, vomity face, the extremely worried look or the trembling of the knees and hands; I knew something was
wrong. Right then and there, no one knew what it was. Everyone was frantic, out of control.
By Kels Logan, 7 Gold
“Finally! We’re here!”
The bright ball of light shone high in the cloudless, desert sky, highlighting every nook and cranny in the sand a cluster of
decaying rocks rose out of the rocks like a phoenix rising from the ashes. Dust blew in every which way. Nothing was disturbing
the scene, except for the crunching of footsteps and soft voices of a human and an animal.
Reeds and Carti hid themselves from the harsh weather in an attempt to stay alive. Shielding her eyes, the chirpy explorer
maneuvered her way to an eerie entrance.
“You really think it’s in ‘ere?” She questioned the companion on her shoulder. The animal shrugged as best as it’s monkey arms
could. Slightly unnerved at the sight of the ruin.
“Well,” the young explorer inhaled deeply, “There’s only one way to find out!”
By Jordy Taylor, 7 Gold
The notes had led me here, this dark and scary place, someone was on the slide and the swings made an eerie sound in the
wind.
“Who’s there?” Alex looked around.
“Shh, it’s going to be okay…” the deep manly voice whispered.
The rattles in the bushes and the footsteps got louder.
“I’m scared” I whispered
“You shouldn’t have opened the box!” He put his hand over my mouth as I tried to scream for help.
By Ed Leishman, 7 Gold
The sound of the doorbell rattled the house as James skidded along the floorboards towards the front door.
“I’ve got it!” Yelled James as he ran as fast as he could down the hallway. James ran, full of bubbly excitement, he could not wait
to see what or who was at the door. He came to a halt in front of the large, heavy wooden door. James got a good grip on the
door handle and flung it open. He didn’t know what to do. It was a medium sized, brown, cardboard box.
“Mum? Can I open it?”
“Sure James”.
He took a deep breath and whipped open the lid.
There was a creature that had the body of a lion cub and the head and wings of a wedge tailed eagle. It’s razor sharp talons
ripping into the box…

MUSIC NEWS
The Voice, Guitar and Rock band students held a very successful performance night in the bandroom on Thursday 29 th June,

which was a great opportunity for these students to share their talents with friends and family. Special thanks to Nadine, Paul,
Rob and Vish for helping to prepare the students for the performance, and making the experience so positive for all the
participants.
On Tuesday 27th June the Brass, Double Reed and Saxophone ensembles performed at the Rotary Club of East Geelong’s
Annual Dinner at Deakin Lakehouse, providing both background music and feature entertainment throughout the formalities. All
groups performed well, and represented our school with distinction.
On Wednesday 28th June, students shared their compositions at a soiree in the bandroom at lunchtime. There were some
interesting and thoughtful compositions performed, and thanks to Rohan Laird for his organisation of this performance.
Looking forward, this term is shaping up to be a full program of events for our BHS music ensembles, with all groups performing
throughout the term.
Next week Intermediate Band and Jazz are off to Angahook Camp in Airey’s Inlet, to spend two days preparing intensively for
their upcoming performance at the Victorian Schools Music Festival. The following Monday August 7th, Senior Band will have an
afternoon workshop to prepare for their VSMF performance, and follow this with a Trivia Night, held at school. The Intermediate
and Senior jazz groups will attend the VSMF on Friday August 25 th, travelling by train to the Australian Institute of Music to
perform. All VSMF performances will be live streamed, and photos of the band will be available to purchase :
www.johntraversphoto.com.au
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Rehearsals for the Chicago Band are gathering momentum, and there will be two whole day rehearsals at school, on August 8 th
and August 29th. Please make sure you are familiar with the schedule of rehearsals (visible on Compass), and see Ms Humphrey
if you need a replacement hard copy of this schedule.
House Music is gathering momentum, with all houses working on their songs for the competition on August 11 th. A reminder to
all music captains to send in their equipment requests to Ms Humphrey as soon as possible.
On August 15th, Intermediate Band, Vocal students and Intermediate Jazz will be involved in a workshop and concert with the
South Gippsland music cluster, in the BHS gym. All are welcome to attend the concert commencing at 7pm in the BHS gym.
On Tuesday September 5th, Junior Jazz are out touring local primary schools and are working hard to prepare for their first tour
for 2017.
This is the most important term of preparation for our VCE performance students, as they use the time they have left to refine
their performance programs. Trial Performances will be running in Bandroom 1,2 and S4 at lunchtimes from early August into
early Term 4.
In week 9 of term, “Chicago” hits the boards at Shenton Performing Arts Centre, Geelong High School. There will be no band
program instrumental music lessons running this week, however private lessons on Guitar, Voice, Drum kit, Piano, Violin and
Bass will be running. Tickets for the show can be purchased online at https://www.trybooking.com
Make sure you choose Belmont High School’s performance!
Band ties have arrived, and are now for sale at the general office for $20 each. Band Support are holding a cake stall on
Monday August 7th at recess and lunch time, so if you are able to some baking on the Sunday before this would be a great
support to our hardworking band support team. Goods can be left in the bandroom before school on the day.
With so many performances happening this term, thanks in advance to all our parents for their support of the program in getting
students to rehearsals and performances!

Rose Humphrey
Director of Music

PARENTS ASSOCIATION

There is a lot of un-named clothing and goods in the Lost Property room. If it is not claimed by the end of August it will be
donated to charity. A reminder that the Lost Property/second hand office is open on Fridays, 12.45-1.30pm.
The next meeting will be held on Monday 7th August, 7.15pm in the Conference Room of the Admin building. The Principal will
be in attendance as well as guest speaker Glenda Wood & student representatives from the Indonesian trip.

SPORT NEWS

The start of term 3 has see a huge range of sporting teams competing at both regional and state levels.
Congratulations to the cross country team, who had 11 students place in states, and progressing to the
next round. Will Baxandall, Alex Hamilton-Jones, Jaron Hobbs, Simon Kull, Natalie Kuster, Flynn
Mackey, Sarah McDonald, David Mekonnen, Tess Rhodes, Maria Saplamaeva and Olivia Hobbs.
Huge effort by Olivia Hobbs 10M who placed second in her age group, and to Tess Rhodes for her efforts
as well. Congratulations to Sarah McDonald for beating her personal best time. We wish these students
best of luck at the next round.

Senior sports teams have been doing incredible well this week in the
Geelong regional rounds, with both senior boys and girls netball placing
first, senior girls hockey an senior boys badminton winning their
divisions. All these teams will proceeding to the Western Metropolitan
Region rounds, best of luck to everyone.
Good effort to both the boys and girls basketball who came runner up in their competition, as
well as senior girls soccer.
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The senior boys basketball team were also invited to compete in the Victoria Collage
Championships, a huge privilege for a state school. Not only did they compete, but also took
home the 1st place trophy for the second division. A massive effort by all the boys, Josh mills,
Declan Coles, Terpase Tine, Matt Jennings, Hunter Lovell, James Lyons, Angus Davies,
Jamieson Hultgren, Charlie Curran. Thank you to Mr Mac and Mr Voss who have
coached the boys all year. We look forward to seeing these guys progress to the next round, as
well as seeing them play in the Staff vs Student basketball match later this year.
Alice O’Keeffe
Sport captain

Linda Adams
Sustainability Co-ordinator

WOOLWORTHS EARN AND LEARN

Belmont High School is once again participating in the Woolworths Earn and Learn program.
Students and parents are encouraged to put stickers in the collection box in the general office or the
Woolworths store in Highton.
Start collecting!

Tuning into Teens

YOUTH JUSTICE SEMINAR
Geelong Inter-Church Social Justice Network are hosting a
seminar in Geelong next month on the issue of youth justice.
Wesley Church Hall, 100 Yarra Street, Geelong
7.00-9.30pm, Thursday 10th August.
For more information www.socialjusticegeelong.org.au
www.socialjusticegeelong.org.au/2017event

A 6-week program that provides parents with a greater
understanding of their teen’s emotional experiences
while teaching specific skills that can assist in being
supportive, empathic and staying connected with the
young person.
Commencing: Tuesday 1 August
Time:
7.00pm - 9.00pm
Location:
Ariston House
245-249 Pakington St, Newtown
Contact:
Regional Parenting Service
Ph:
5272 4741
Cost:
Gold Coin Donation
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NumberWorks'nWords Geelong

Specialist Maths and English Tuition, ph. 5245 8846

