
Belmont High School Parent Payment Policy 2019
School Councils are able to request payments or contributions for education items and services from parents and guardians of students in Victorian government schools in the three categories – essential education items, optional extras and voluntary contributions.
Belmont High School has spent considerable time selecting the most appropriate requisites to meet the needs of our students.  The booklists contain high quality materials at a competitive price due to our ability to bulk order.

Parents and guardians also have the option of purchasing equivalent materials from other sources.  If parents and guardians choose to provide equivalent materials, this should be done in consultation with the school, as items should meet the specifications provided by the school.  There may also be certain items that due to their nature may only be provided by the school.

Students will not be denied access to a particular subject due to their inability to meet the charges or levies. However, unless the relevant subject charge is paid, the student may not be provided with the higher cost materials or services relating to that subject.
Parent Payment Categories 

Essential education items are those items or services that are essential to support the course of instruction in the standard curriculum program that parents and guardians are responsible for and may choose to either provide or pay the school to provide.

These items include: 

· materials that the student takes possession of, including textbooks and student stationery;
· materials for learning and teaching where the student consumes or takes possession of the finished articles (e.g. food technology,  ceramics, photography);
· school uniform;
· transport and entrance for camps and excursions which all students are expected to attend.
Optional Extras (or non-essential materials and services) are those that are provided in addition to the standard curriculum program, and which are offered to all students. These optional extras are provided on a user-pays basis and if parents and guardians choose to access them for students, they will be required to pay for them.

These items include: 
· extra-curricular programs or activities e.g. instrumental music, dance classes;
· school-based performances, productions and events; and
· school magazines, class photographs.
Payments for attendance on interstate and overseas trips need to be paid in full prior to  the commencement of the trip.
Voluntary Contributions are for those items and services for which parents and guardians are invited to make a donation to the school, for example for grounds maintenance, a library or building fund.
Second hand book and uniform shop

In order to support parents in meeting the costs of their children’s education the school operates a second hand book and uniform shop.  This facility is open every Friday during the school term, from 12.45 - 1.30pm.
	Important information regarding the Second Hand Book and Uniform Sale in the T-Wing

Wednesday 12th December     
9.00am–4.00pm
Secondhand books and uniforms to be sold are to be brought directly to the T Wing

Thursday13th December

5.00pm –7.00 pm

Sale of Secondhand book and uniforms 

Friday 14th December

1.00pm –4.00 pm
Payments for goods sold will be distritubed to parents.  (Parents are advised to ring the school on Friday morning to ascertain if they are to receive a payment)
Friday 14th December
12.00pm–2.00pm
Unsold books and uniforms may be collected.
Monday 17th & Tuesday
18th December
 8.30am–4.00 pm
Payments for goods sold will be distributed to parents.


	

	


Payment arrangements

The school appreciates that families may sometimes experience financial difficulties in meeting requests for payments and contributions.  
Parents and guardians will be provided with booklists that list payment requests for essential education items, optional extras and voluntary financial contributions (a minimum of four  weeks’ notice prior to the end of the previous school year). 

Charges are kept to a minimum with payment requests and letters fair and reasonable.  To further assist parents with payments, three payment options have been developed:
Option A

Full payment on ordering of books and/or levies on the booklist
Option B

Payment on receipt of family statements (end of Terms 1 & 3)
Option C
Regular payments can be made by BPay (details will be on statement) or direct payments into the Belmont High School bank account.  Bank details will be provided on request. 
Parents are encouraged to make an appointment with The Business Manager, Shelley Gribbin to discuss circumstances and available options.  If the care of the student is shared, the school can arrange for the bill to be split between the carers.  This needs to be organised prior to the accounts being created for next year.  Please contact the school for more details.  It is mandatory that both parents sign consent.
Payments may be requested but not required prior to the commencement of the year in which the materials and services are to be used.  Payment requests or letters to parents will be itemised and the category each item falls under will be clearly identified as an essential education item, optional education item or voluntary financial contribution.   Receipts will be issued when payments are made at the office.
Reminders for unpaid essential education items or optional items will be generated and distributed on a regular basis to parents, but not more than once a month.  Only the initial invitation for voluntary financial contributions and one reminder notice will be issued to parents and guardians.
All records of payments or contributions and any outstanding payments by parents and guardians are kept confidential. 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund is provided by the Victorian Government to ensure that all students will have the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun activities.  The Department of Education and Training administers the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities.

Although administratively the fund is received through the school, the full amount is intended for the benefit of the eligible student.
To be eligible for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a registered Government or non-Government Victorian primary or secondary school must:

· on the first day of Term two, or;

· on the first day of Term three

· a) Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be a holder of Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card holder, OR

b) Be a temporary foster parent, and;

c) Submit an application to the school by the due date.

Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not income tested by Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of (a) or (b) above.

The amount payable for secondary students is:  $225.00


