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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

2019 

Monday 20 December WEEK A  

End of Term 4—Awards Day 
Students attend Form Assembly at 8.50am, and will be dismissed 
from school at approximately 12.30pm. 

 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________
Rotherham St Belmont Vic 3216  Ph: (03) 5243 5355  Fax: (03) 52432420  www.bhs.vic.edu.au 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 

This is the final newsletter for the year and I hope that 
students have enjoyed 2019 with us at Belmont High School.  
  
Middle Years Exhibition  
Year 7 and 8 Students and teachers organised a display of the 
work covered during their classes this year.  This exhibition in 
our Learning Centres, created great opportunities for students 
to discuss their learning to family and other students and staff.  
The Beginning Band entertained the school community 
members as they entered the classrooms. There were a 
number of different projects, which demonstrated students’ 
skills in many areas.   Parents and staff were proud of the 
work and its quality, the learning progress of their children and 
the overall achievements of our students. Our students 
demonstrated a very important quality that we nurture 
throughout their time at Belmont High School.  This is to be 
actively involved and in partnership with their teachers 
regarding their development.  
 
Orientation Program 
We recently completed the two-day program with our new 
Year 7 students for 2020.  The students were introduced to 
their House, their core teacher and House Leader.  Overall, 
the orientation program was very successful, with students 
giving very positive feedback about their experience.  Our year 
7 families and Belmont staff attended the Year 6 Band 
performance followed by the Information Night.  The music 
staff have worked with the Year 6 students over a few weeks 
which culminated into the presentation of music pieces and 
solo performances.  Parents and staff were surprised by the 
skill development over a short span of time.  The speakers 
from our Information Night covered different aspects of our 
school to the audience.  At the end of the evening families and 
students were invited to move into the learning centre, where 
they could talk with their child’s core teacher and House 
Leader. 
 
COMPASS 
We have been using our COMPASS student management 
system for three years.  It has a great deal of information 
related to your child’s learning and development at our school.  
It has become the best form of communication with parents, 
giving timely feedback related to attendance and work 
progress.  Parents have given our school constructive 
feedback related to the continual improvement of our 
communication.  Each year, we are developing better ways to 
use COMPASS so that the information to parents and 
students is timely and helpful.  It is very important that parents 
use this system to monitor progress and attendance of their 
child. The Compass app can be downloaded onto mobile 
phones and ipads.  If you require support in learning how to 
use this system, please see Ms Amie Reusch in 2020.  
 
Awards Day:  Monday 16 December  
We are looking forward to our Awards Day at Costa Hall 
where we will celebrate and acknowledge our students and 
staff for their work throughout the year.  We appreciate the 
community involvement with many sponsors and community 
members participating in the award ceremony. 
  

24 hr STUDENT ABSENCE LINE 
5241 0090 

Parents only to call to report student ’s name, house/
form, reason for absence, and date.  

Parents can also report absences on Compass. 

2020 START DATES 
 
Year 7 & 8 Thursday 30th January 
 
Year 12 Leadership Camp Thursday/Friday 30th-31st January 
 
Year 9, 10, 11 Friday 31st January 
 

 
AWARDS DAY 2019 

 

All students—Final day—Awards Day, Monday 16th De-
cember, Costa Hall, Deakin University, Waterfront Campus. 
 
Students attend Form Assembly at school at 8.50am, return 
to school after the awards ceremony and are then dismissed 
from school at approx. 12.30pm. Students are required to 
wear school uniform. 
 
Parents/guardians are welcome to attend. Please arrive and 
be seated by 9.45am. The Ceremony will finish at approx. 
11.30am. 

BOOKLIST 
A reminder that the final day for ordering to ensure free delivery 
is 15th December. 

SECONDHAND BOOK/UNIFORM SALE 
A reminder that cash can be collected from the school office 
for items sold at the secondhand sale prior to 28th February 
2020.  (Money not collected by this date will be credited to 
your school account.) 

SEMESTER 2 REPORTS 
Reports will be available on Compass on the afternoon of 

Monday 16th December. 



 

 

Parent Support 
We recently had our final School Council meeting, where we acknowledge the contribution of the members of this important 
group that govern our school.  Thank you to the large number of staff, parents and community members that have made a 
commitment and effort to the successful running of our School Council.  
 
This time of year is busy for everybody and some of our wonderful parents have taken time to organise our secondhand book 
and uniform sale again for 2019. The funds raised help with the purchase of needed items for different learning programs in the 
school.  I would like to thank Parent Association for all their work throughout the year. Their support has been nothing short of 
outstanding and we have been very fortunate in having these parents be partners in our school. 
 
Staff Movements in 2020 
Our Business Manager, Ms Shelley Gribbin will be starting her maternity leave this week.  We wish her all the very best in her 
role as a new mother.  Ms Gabby Condello and Ms Zen Rantall will be leaving us for 12 months to work at other schools. Mr Dan 
Kasperovic, Ms Louise Grossman, Ms Marissa Dewan, Ms Donna Zaharopolous, Mr Rohan Laird, Ms Michele Sayers, Mr Rodd 
Westwood and Mr Andrew Williams will be leaving our school at the end of the year.  We wish them all the very best for the 
future and thank them for all their work over the years. 
 
VCE Results 
We have recently received our VCE results for 2019. Congratulations to the many students that have done very well and 
achieved great results. This year we have 18 students in the “90’s Club”. Our mean and median study score has improved and 
students have achieved 4 perfect study scores of 50. The students should be rightly proud of their achievements and I thank all 
the VCE staff for their work with the students this year, and all other teachers that have taught these students in the past. Well 
done to Ms Jess Watson for her VCE leadership this year. 
 
I would like to congratulate each student and staff member for their work this year and wish everyone a safe and happy 
Christmas break. 
     
Sandra Eglezos 
Principal 
 
 

FINAL BLUE HOUSE BANTER TERM 4 
 

As we conclude another year, I want to thank all the staff, students and parents of 
Blue House for all their efforts and congratulations on all the success we have 
achieved this year. 
 

This week we welcomed to Blue House, 
our new Year 7 Blue Form for 2020. 
Thanks to the Big Buddies and Ms Lee for making our new 
students feel comfortable over 2-day orientation program 
that was exceptionally co-ordinated by Ms McAlpine.  

 
“It was nice to meet the new Year 7 Blue class for 2020 in 
the last two days, we enjoyed doing some fun activities and 
working with their form teachers, their House Leader and 
their teachers for 2020. On behalf of the Blue House Big 
buddies, we would like to welcome everyone into Blue 
House, can’t wait to see you again next year!” Elsa Lam 10B 
on behalf of Big Buddies, Amy, Saoirse, Dan H, Dan I, 
Michael, Hudson and Jacob.  
 
Year 8 celebrated their final classes on Tuesday. It was also 
nice to celebrate a final hot chip lunch with year 8 Blue and 

thanks to Mr Buchanan-Huhn for organising this.  
 
Well done to Bella Bennett, who organised a Pie the Teacher Fundraiser last Thursday. This fun activity was able to raise $157 
for the NSW bushfires. Thanks to the teachers who were terrific in getting involved and letting students throw some pies at you! 
All in fun of course: Ms Lee, Mrs Jennings, Ms Prendergast, Mr Gaunt, Mr Ellis, Mr McLauchlan, Ms DeBruyn, Ms Gregory. 
 
Parents and Students; please ensure you access your reports next Monday, via Compass and read through the feedback staff 
have spent a lot of time putting together in your final report. 
 
I wish you all a Merry Christmas and safe holidays. See you in 2020! 
 
Be Seen. Be Blue. Be You. 
Mr O’Callaghan 
Blue House Leader 
 
 

 
 



 

 

CANTEEN NEWS 
From the beginning of 2020 all lunch orders will be accepted via QKR (see information and instructions on the school website). 
There will be no before-school or recess lunch orders taken.  Download the QKR App and follow instructions.  Closing time for 
orders will be 9.00am. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNIFORM FOR 2020 
A reminder to students and parents that the following uniform items are currently permitted in 2019, however these items will 
NOT be permitted from the beginning of 2020: 

 

Cord shorts Blue school shorts 

Sports Rugby top    Blue school long pants 

Winter Spray jacket    T-bar shoes 
 

This information was distributed to students and parents at the end of last year. The Belmont High School Uniform Policy is 
located on our school website for your information. 

 

Samples of the 2020 uniform are displayed in the foyer of the school administration building. 

 

DONATE YOUR OLD SCHOOL UNIFORM 
As the school has moved towards more durable and better quality garments /  items of uniform for 2020, 
there is an opportunity to recycle or rehome the small number of garments that will no longer be part 
of the school uniform.  The school environment team are currently working with Rotary groups and 
textile recyclers to ensure that these items become part of the circular economy and not landfill. 
 
The following 4 items can be dropped into the collection boxes at the front office starting from 
Monday 16th December and continuing throughout Term 1 of the 2020 school year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GRADUATION PHOTOS 
To access student and family photos taken at Graduation, please see below: 
 

DEAN BATEUP PHOTOGRAPHY 
0418 519 416 
www.deanbateup.com.au  
Click on Graduation 
Click on the Link 
Enter the Gallery Event Password: belmgrad2019 

 
2019 SECONDHAND BOOK AND UNIFORM SALE 
If you elected to collect cash from items sold at the sale, cash is available for collection from the office, at the times below: 
 

Friday 13th December between 1.00pm – 4.00pm  
Monday 16th & Tuesday 17th December between 8.30am – 4.00pm 

 
You can call the office to find out if you have any money to collect. 
 
Any money not collected in December will be available for collection until 28th February 2020. If not collected by this date, it will 
then be allocated to your school account. 
 
Any unsold items may be left to sell during Term 1 and 2. Any money from items sold during the year will be credited to your 
school account. Any unsold items not collected by 30th June 2020 will be considered a donation to Parents Association. 

http://www.deanbateup.com.au


 

 

YEAR 7 IMMUNISATIONS 
Any Year 7 or Year 10 students who have missed their immunisations at school can follow up with Barwon Health 
Immunisation (see timetable below) or your GP. Your child will not be offered their missed vaccine again in the school setting. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MANGO NEWS 
Mango House has finished the year in style with a MANGIFICENT MANGO 
WIN. This time, it was our Year 8 Soccer team who won the Interhouse 
Soccer final. The score was 1 – 0 against a gallant Purple House. It was a 
nail-biting game with many shots at goal saved at both ends. Hats off to Ava 
Menchise our goalie who got the gong for best on ground!! . Also our 
passionate coach, Brendan Jennings was a stand-out. The successful team 
was; Kai Williams, Hudson Ellis, Tom McDonald, Adam Lindley, Angus 
McPherson, Jack Shockley, Flore Mendoza, Jade Manggona, Ava Menchise 
and Tamin Prosser. It was great to see so many great athletes out on the 
field, sportsmanship was at the forefront. Everyone contributed to a make 
the game such a success; from the cheer squad, coaches, captain and players. 
Everyone had a role in Mango's success - great work team!! 
 
This week we meet the 2020 Year 7 Mango crew during Orientation. Our Year 9 
Buddies have been planning some activities and stepped up and made sure the 
students felt comfortable and welcome. We congratulate the Year 9 Buddies; Max 
Adam, Aiden Boyd, Naomi Doig, Tess Egan, Jackson Jenning, Eloise Leitch, Riley 
McArthur, Bridgit Plescher, Brooke Seymour. 
 
Our Year 12 Leadership Team have been selected and we are very excited to work 
with them in 2020. More on that early next year. We are definitely looking forward to 
the Leadership Camp early 2020 to build on the skills already present in this great 
group of students.  
 
I also want to highlight that there have been many Mango House students who have not been mentioned in the newsletter, or 
done anything noteworthy, but by just being kind and patient with others, you have added so much to our House Spirit and to 
Belmont High School’s wider community. We value your contribution and in many ways, you are our leaders. A special shout 
out to Kaitlyn Mulholland from Year 7 who has been mentioned many times for quietly supporting others in day to day 

activities. 
 
A final congratulations and thankyou to all Mango House students and families for 2019. For some, this 
year has had many highlights, for others there have been many challenges. Now that the year is almost 
done, we wish you all a safe and happy holiday and a very Merry Mango Christmas and look forward to 
what Mango House has in store for 2020. 
 
Ms D Parshotam 
Mango House Assistant 

Immunisation Centre Immunisation Hours 

Belmont Community Health Centre 
Barwon Health 
1-17 Reynolds Road, Belmont, 3216. 
  
(Please note that this is the Barwon Health 
building, not the Maternal Child Health building) 
  

Wednesday morning (Appointment only) 
9 am - 12.30pm 
  
Open sessions (No appointment required) 
Wed and Friday afternoons 1.30pm - 4.45pm 
  
Saturday morning (Appointment only) 
08.30am – 12.15pm 
  

Corio Community Health Centre 
Barwon Health 
2 Gellibrand St, Corio, 3214. 

Every Wednesday 9.30am - 11.45am 

 

(No appointment required) 

Newtown “Ariston” 
245 Pakington St, Newtown, 3220. 
  

1st Friday of each month 9.30am -11.45am 

 

(No appointment required) 

Ocean Grove -Boorai Centre (behind Aquatic Centre) 
4-50 Shell Rd, Ocean Grove, 3226. 

2nd and 4th Friday of each month 9.30am -11.45am 

 

(No appointment required) 

Newcomb Library meeting room (upstair s) 
Corner  Wilsons Rd & Bellarine Highway, Newcomb, 3219. 

1st and 3rd  Friday of each month 9.30 – 11.45am 
    (No appointment required) 



 

 

Well done to our Year 8s who recently 
participated in the annual soccer 
competition. Although not victorious, 
they represented GOLD house well and 
showed what a fun loving form group 
they are, just missing out on a Grand 
Final berth. 
 

 

A final congratulation was given at the school graduation dinner for our class of 2019. Students were all smiles as they received their 
certificates, it is goodbye for now, but always remember to #StayGolden. 
 

Charley, Jordyn, Kaia, Tiana, Bella & Anna have supported our new GOLDIES really well and have sprinkled their GOLDEN magic 
over all of them. They planned enthusiastically and meticulously to ensure the room set the scene with GOLD trinkets and fun 
activities to make everyone settle in really well. We would like to extend a big thank you to our buddies and a BIG GOLD 
WELCOME to our  2020 Year  7’s. 

After a year of hard work, learning and taking opportunities at Belmont High we would like to wish all GOLD students and their 
families a happy holidays. Students should take this time to reflect on their reports and set some goals for themselves to move 
forward. Enjoy the summer break and we look forward to seeing you in 2020 refreshed, revamped and ready for another great year! 
 
I would also like to take the opportunity to say thank you to our GOLD House family for making me so welcome. I will be passing the 
GOLD crown over  to the wonderful Jess Watson who will be well suppor ted by Kyle Vos. GOLD House will be in GOLDEN 
hands and our wonderful team of GOLD House Teachers will again be working collaboratively to ensure we keep on shining!
 

MUSIC NEWS 
Last Tuesday the Year 6 program concluded with a fabulous concert in the BHS PAC. 50 students performed for family 
and friends for the first time as a whole group. Instrument groups performed solos and small group items, and it was a 
fantastic celebration of these students and their achievement over the six week program.  Thanks to Marius Dyer and 
Kaitlyn Biro, who came along as performance mentors for the Year 6 students. Many thanks to the participating primary 
schools, too, who generously allow us time and teaching space in their schools for lessons each week.  Of course, this 
program would not be possible without the hard work of our music staff at Belmont High School. Heartfelt thanks to 
Amanda Linton, Rohan Laird, Chris Henzgen and Donna Zaharopoulos for their tireless energy and enthusiasm, 
which has made this program such a success. Thanks too, to Noah Steinwedel and Emily Davidson for technical and 
equipment set up on the night! 

  
 
 
We are excited to welcome our new Saxophone and Clarinet teacher, Mr Chris Torok, to the Music 
Department for 2020. I know he will be a fabulous addition to our program, and we are very much 
looking forward to his work with our woodwind students next year. 
 

Jazz Syndicate, Senior Band, the Alby Jay Sub Collective, and Sophia Warden are all 
performing at Awards Day, and we thank them for their commitment to the program. All performers 
need to be at Costa Hall, Deakin Waterfront, at 8.30am. 



 

 

I will be on Long Service Leave for Awards Day, and I’d like to thank all the music staff for the extra work they’ve taken on to 
make sure the Awards Day performances run smoothly. 
 
Thanks too, to Mr James Davidson, who has generously stepped in to conduct Jazz Syndicate for the Awards Day 
performance! 
 
A last farewell to our outgoing Year 12s, and to those Year 12 parents whose involvement with the 
program will end after this year. Thank you for your support of the program over the last six years – we 
would not have this fabulous program without your encouragement of your children’s practice at home, 
and the many cakes, sausage sizzles, concerts and excursions you have supported over the years. 
 
Don’t forget to keep your instruments in good working order over the holidays– keep them out of the hot 
weather, and even do some practice now and then!! 
 
Merry Christmas to all, 
Rose Humphrey

Primary Schools Music Tour 
On December 6th a group of Belmont High School music students from years 7-9 performed at the Roslyn ‘Carols on the 
Court.’ They performed very well and entertained the audience with carols and jazz music.   
 
On December 9th, the same group toured four local primary schools, performing at Bellaire PS, Mandama PS, Fyans Park PS 
and Belmont PS. They did a fantastic job of not only performing but also packing and unpacking all the equipment in the very 
hot conditions. I didn’t hear any complaints from them despite the heat!  
 
On Tuesday, the group also performed for the Year 6 students at the Orientation and gave instrument demonstrations in the 
band room. Thank you so much to the following students who performed on these days: Kaitlyn Biro, Alistair Breakey, Marius 
Dyer, Allison Hollins, Heechan Hwang, Marcus Kar, Chris McKenzie, Michael Neaves, Charlie Thompson, Oscar Waring, 
Harry Whelan and Poppy Davis. Also a big thank you to Flore Mendoza and Asha James who helped out at short notice, to 
Mrs Humphrey for driving the bus and to Mr Laird for assisting with the Orientation Day.  
 
Congratulations to Grace Brown from 11M who recently received Honours (A grade) for her Grade 4 AMEB Flute Exam. 
 
Amanda Linton (Intermediate Band conductor) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 12 Results 
This week Year 12 students received their VCE results. I can report that the results were very strong, with 18 students joining 
“The 90s Club”. This group of students join many past outstanding students in receiving an ATAR Score of 90 and above. 
This reflects the quality of the cohort as well as the quality of the teaching at this year, and the ongoing work in the younger 
years at Belmont High to prepare students for their final year of schooling. These students, along with our dux will be 
announced and receive formal recognition at our school awards ceremony at Costa Hall on Monday December 16. 
 
I would like to congratulate all students on their results, and wish our VCE families a happy and safe holidays. We look 
forward to working closely with our 2020 graduating class next year to ensure their academic and wellbeing needs are met, 
under the returning leadership of Mr John McAndrew. 
 
Ms Jess Watson 
2019 VCE Leader 
 



 

 



 

 

OutThere Sailing for Teens is now 
Underway 

Victorian teens can now get more active in 
water sports as a part of the new Australian 
Sailing Program OutThere Sailing.  The 
VicHealth funded program for 12 to 17-year-olds aims to increase participation 
in non-competitive sport. 

This summer, twenty clubs from around Victoria are running the program through their Discover Sailing Centres.  In 
addition to dinghy and keelboat sailing, OutThere Sailing offers teens the opportunity to try a variety of water sports 
including windsurfing, stand up paddle boarding and powerboating. 
Frankston Yacht Club was one of the first clubs to offer the program and their Discover Sailing Principal, Tom Jackson, 
said OutThere Sailing has been a complete success.  “The participants demanded we add more sessions after the first 
OutThere Sailing course,” Jackson said.  “A lot of teenagers simply want to have fun and enjoy time with their friends and 
that’s what this program provides.” 
OutThere Sailing offers courses and one day 
experiences.  The focus is on fun and social 
engagement and structured to allow friends 
to learn together even if their skill levels are 
different. 
If you have teenagers, or have friends or 
family who have teenagers, who want to get 
active or get into sailing, then the OutThere 
Sailing program could be for them. 
To find an OutThere Sailing course near you 
click on the link below. 
www.discoversailing.org.au/course/outthere/ 
Also, make sure you follow our socials! 
Instagram: @outtheresailing 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/

OutThereSailing/ 

 

GROUP PARENT EDUCATION EVENTS—BARWON SOUTH WESTERN REGION, TERM 1 2020 

To attend a Regional Parenting Service program please register your expression of interest online: 

www.geelongaustralia.com.au/parenting or contact Regional Parenting Service on 5272 4741.  Other programs and 
parenting activities are available—contact the Regional Parenting Service for information. 

 
  

Free Parenting Forum 
 

The Teen Brain 
With David Gillespie 

 

Why screens are making your teenagers 
depressed, anxious and prone to lifelong 
addictive illnesses – and how to stop it now. 
David Gillespie is one of Australia’s most 
trusted non-fiction authors. 
Many parents are starting to feel a deep 
sense of unease at the amount of time their 
kids spend on devices. David will detail 
how complicated a teenage brain is and 
discuss how to set out clear, reasonable 
and effective rules to help you confidently 
manage your kids’ use of screens at a 
critical point in their lives. 
Date:  Wednesday 18 March, 
2020 
Time:   7.00pm – 9.00pm (light 
supper from 6.15pm) 
Location: One Hope Centre 
  4-32 Province Boule-
vard, Highton  
RSVP: This is a free event but 

bookings are 
 essential. Tickets are 

available at:https://
tinyurl.com/
DavidGillespieGee-
long  

Tuning Into Teens 
A 6 week program for Teens aged 13 - 18 which examines what 
is normal teenage behaviour, the four cardinal sins of parenting 
teens, communicating with your teen and managing those tricky 
situations. 
 

Dates: Tuesday 18 February -  24 March 
Time:  7.00pm - 9.00pm 
Location: Kurrambee Myaring Community Centre 
 12 Merrijig Drive,  Torquay 
Cost:                       Free 

Tuning In To Teens 
A 6-week program that provides parents with a greater  
understanding of their teen’s emotional experiences while teach-
ing specific skills that can assist in being supportive, empathic 
and staying connected with the young person. 
 

Dates:  Thursday 20 February – 26 March 
Time:  10.00am – 12.00pm 
  BCYF 
  222 Malop Street, Geelong 
Cost:  Free 

Our Kids 
Key Steps to Parenting after Separation 

A 6 week program for separated/divorced parents who have a history of ongoing conflict. 
The focus is to enable parents to explore ways to develop a “co-parenting and business like 
relationship” with other parents or simply to strengthen their relationship with their child/
ren. Ideal for parents who wish to develop Communication strategies that can result in 
child focused decision making around parenting plans and enable your child/ren to feel 
secure despite the challenges that go with separation and or divorce. 
 

Dates: Tuesday 4 February – 10 March 
Time: 6.00pm – 8.00pm 
OR 
Dates: Thursday 6 February – 12 March 
Time: 10.00am - 12.00pm 
 

Location: Family Relationship Centre 
  7-9 Ryan Pl, Geelong 
Telephone: 5246 5600 
Cost:  $150 

https://www.discoversailing.org.au/course/outthere/
https://www.instagram.com/outtheresailing/
https://www.facebook.com/OutThereSailing/
https://www.facebook.com/OutThereSailing/
https://tinyurl.com/DavidGillespieGeelong
https://tinyurl.com/DavidGillespieGeelong
https://tinyurl.com/DavidGillespieGeelong
https://tinyurl.com/DavidGillespieGeelong


 

 


