
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Issue 6 – 19th May 2023 

KEY DATES 
 

Week A Term 2 

Monday 22nd May Year 9 Morrisby Career Conferences (Mon-Fri) 

Tuesday 23rd May House Assemblies 
VCE/VM Sausage Sizzle (lunchtime) 
School Council Meeting, 6.00pm 

Wednesday 24th May Be Bold Be Heard Program 

Thursday 25th May BHS School Production – Addams Family 

Friday 26th May BHS School Production – Addams Family 

Saturday 27th May BHS School Production – Addams Family 
Geelong Schools Choir, GMHBA Stadium 

Week B  

Monday 29th May Reconciliation Week 
Year 12 Business Management Yakult Excursion  

Tuesday 30th May  Year 7&8 Didjeribone Incursion 
 

Wednesday 31st May VET Outdoor Recreation, Surf-World Industry Visit 

Thursday 1st June Year 9 Mock Interviews 
VCE/VM Gordon TAFE Tour 

Friday 2nd June  Year 9 Mock Interviews 

 
 

    

      
 
 
 

24 hr STUDENT ABSENCE LINE 

5241 0090 
Parents only to call to report student’s name, house/form, reason for absence, and date. 

Parents can also report absences on Compass. 

Rotherham St. Belmont Vic 3216    Ph: 5243 5355    www.bhs.vic.edu.au   
email: belmont.hs@education.vic.gov.au 



Principal’s Report  
 
Newsletter 
Hard to believe we are almost halfway through this shortened Term 2. Students 
and staff have been working on the end of reporting cycle.  This should be 
available for parents and students to view at the end of week 5.  Teachers have 
observed student attitude towards their learning including the effort shown 
when working both in class and their preparation for the following classes. This important information, 
as well as a number of assessment tasks, framed the outcome of the reports for each student.  
 
I encourage parents and carers to sit down with your child and look through these reports. 
Conversations around their achievements and any areas where improvement can be made help form 
a stronger connection around learning.  Reports and feedback on the assessments, can be found on 
COMPASS. 
 
Curriculum Planning Day 
Tuesday 9th May we had the first of our whole staff professional Learning Days. The day was a chance 
for us to review some of our Literacy and Numeracy practices. The main focus was centred around us 
developing a common language for our differentiation approach. Staff planned on how they are 
looking to embed the following language when looking at enabling and extension activities: 

• Building Confidence (Enabling prompts activities) 

• Feeling Good (at level) 

• Up for a Challenge (extension activities) 

Moving forward this work will underpin our teaching and learning approach to ensure we are catering 
for a range of abilities. 
 
Attitude to School Surveys for students 
Currently our students are completing the annual attitudes to school survey. This is a great 
opportunity for our students to give their insight to how they see the school is going. Once we get the 
results, we will sit down with focus groups and see what issues may be able to be addressed. 
 
Addams Family Production 
Next week on Thursday 25th – Saturday 27th we hold our Biannual school production. This year Belmont 
High presents Addams Family the Musical. Make sure you jump onto Try Booking to book your tickets. 
The students have been working extremely hard behind the scenes to make this show come life. I can’t 
wait to be in the crowd.   
 
Principal Role for Term 3 
Belmont High School’s substantive Principal Sandra Eglezos has had her role in Melbourne as a Senior 
Education Improvement Leader (SEIL) extended until the end of Term 3. Pleasingly I have been 
successfully appointed until the end of Term 3 to the role of Principal at Belmont High. 
 
I’m really excited to continue working with the Belmont High community and strengthening the 
relationships I’ve already developed. 
 
Josh Baker 
Principal 

 
 



 
Key VCE Dates 
Each term important VCE dates will be posted to Compass and emailed to parents. In preparation for 
end of year events I have included some key dates below for families to consider. 
 

Thursday June 15 General Achievement Test (GAT): All students (VCE & VM) studying a 

Year 12 subjects 

Monday October 2 – Friday 

October 29 

Year 12 Oral and Performance Exam Period 

Monday October 16 Final day of Year 12 Classes 

Tuesday October 17 Year 12 Celebration Day (No Year 12 Classes) 

Wednesday October 18 Geelong Cup Public Holiday (No Classes) 

Year 12 study without classes period begins 

Tuesday October 24 – 

Wednesday November 15 

Year 12 Exam Period 

Thursday November 2  Final day of 2023 Year 11 Classes 

Friday November 3 – Thursday 

November 9 

Year 11 Exam Period 

Monday November 13 – 24 Year 12 2024 Early Commencement Program (ECP) 

Monday November 20 Year 12 Graduation (GMHBA Stadium) 

Monday November 20 - 24 Year 11 2024 Early Commencement Program (ECP) 

Monday December 11 Year 12 Results Released 7am 

 

 
THE PURPLE PRESS 

YEAR 7 PURPLE CAMP  
What an absolute pleasure it was to spend three days getting to know our newest Purple House 
students at camp Tanybryn. They are a fantastic group of young people and they consistently displayed 
our school values of Respect, Opportunity and Resilience throughout the camp. The time away 
together helped students to quickly develop a deeper sense of belonging to their House, establish 
strong social connections, and above all else, have some fun!!!! 
 
Please enjoy reading the reports below that were written by Miranda and Luke, who are not only the 
Class Captains for 7P, but who are our worthy recipients of our Camp Champ Award for displaying our 
school values at every opportunity. They will both receive a Café Voucher at our next House Assembly. 
 
 



By Miranda Linton 
On our first day, we left school for Lorne with Mr Hosking, Ms Robertson and Mr Mitchell. On our drive 
to Lorne we witnessed the great view of Bass Strait. Once we got to Lorne, we got to partake in a surf 
lesson with some amazing instructors. In the lesson, we had a brief explanation of the technique before 
we took to the water and gave it a go ourselves. Even some of the teachers joined in! While in the 
water, we got constant feedback from the instructors to help us improve. After the lesson, we ate our 
lunch and tried not to have it stolen by the vicious cockatoos! After a small shopping trip around Lorne 
we drove to the Tanybryn camp, making a stop at Sheoak Falls and Kennett River. 
 
After a fun first day, we went to Skene’s Creek Beach to have a sand castle building competition. 
Followed by that, we had lunch in Apollo Bay and got some time to explore and shop in groups. Once 
we regrouped we went on a walk and then went to Mariner’s lookout. From the lookout you could see 
the whole of Apollo Bay and this was quite a spectacle. Following that, we headed back to camp and 
hung out for the rest of the evening until we went on a night walk in search of glow-worms. 
Fortunately, we found a whole bunch of the insects. They looked like a cluster of fairy lights. 
 
On our third and final day, we drove to the Barwon Reservoir in Forrest where we had lunch and then 
went on a walk through a dense forest which was bustling with plants, ferns and leaves. After our walk 
we of course had to go look out onto the reservoir that had a quaint island with bushy trees in the 
middle. After taking in that beautiful view, we hopped back on the bus and headed home, feeling happy 
but exhausted. Thank you, Ms Robertson, Mr Hosking and Mr Mitchell for a wonderful camp! 
 
By Luke Cunneen 
Hi everyone, I am Luke and I am writing about Purple House’s experience at the Year 7 camp this year.  
On the way up to Tanybryn, we stopped in Lorne for a surfing lesson. I was shockingly bad, but there 
were a couple of kids in our class who have grown up surfing and knew how to do it. The swell became 
pretty big once we got out there, reaching 1.6 metres tall. The water was freezing, and I’m not 
ashamed to admit that I was one of the first people to get out of the water!  We had a few stops on 
the way, including Sheoak falls where about 10 of us managed to get on a crevice just above the river. 
Once we actually got to Tanybryn, we had burgers for dinner and sat around the campfire for a couple 
of hours, just talking.  
On the second day, we went to George’s and we had fish and chips. After that we had a roam around 
Apollo Bay for an hour and then we went and spent the afternoon at camp. For dinner we made our 
own pizzas and I just put pineapple and cheese on mine. After that we went for a night walk to see 
glowworms which were some of the most incredible things I have ever seen. Mr Hosking instructed us 
to approach them quietly, so we were extremely lucky to see them as everyone was being so noisy! I 
think most of us slept better on the second night than we did on the first night.  
We got up at 6:30 in the morning so we would be able to get organised and all leave the camp together. 
On the bus ride back, we stopped in Forrest and did a walk through the bushland surrounding the area 
and it passed the stream that flowed from the dam. We soon got back on the bus and headed back to 
school. I would just like to say thank you to Mr Mitchell, Mr Hosking and Miss Robinson for all the effort 
they put into making this amazing event happen.  
 

FUN RUN & ATHLECTICS CARNIVAL 
Many Purple House students attended our annual end-of-term Fun Run and the school Athletics 
carnival. The benefits of regular physical activity for our physical and mental health are well known, 
though it was fantastic to see students take up the opportunity to participate in two fun social days 
with their peers and teachers. Well done to all who participated and those that finished on the podium 
for the respective events. These students will be recognised at our House Assembly later in the term.  
 



  
 
Mr Matthew Hosking 
Purple House Leader 
 
 

 

 

 

With great pride, I congratulate 
Gold House on winning the 
recent Belmont High School 
Athletics Carnival. The win by Gold House ended a drought dating back to the early 2000’s when Mr 
Kline was the Gold House Leader. Gold House was a finely tuned operation led by team managers Mr 
Thompson & Ms Lee and in turn, it saw fantastic participation and House spirit by Gold students 
throughout the day.  
 
Notably, the following students entered multiple events, April Brown, Bronte Leishman, Anya Dreyer, 
Cooper Sharrock, Lucy Russell, Emily Costa. Leading the Gold standard in athletics was Lucy Russell as 
Age Champion and Poppy Nivarovich who broke the 16y, 800m record which has been standing since 
2017. Furthermore, the 16, 17 & 20 year old female relay teams all won on the day. 
 
Overall, we were not only the Grand 
Aggregate winners, we won the 
Intermediate Girls, Girls Aggregate 
and Senior Boys. The participation 
and amazing efforts by our female 
members on the day was exceptional 
and demonstrated the Gold House 
lioness’s ability to be the prides 
primary hunters on the day! Well 
done Gold House.  
 
On Tuesday May 30th, we will have a 
lunch as a House to celebrate! Further 
details to come.  
 
 
Gold House Leader               Assistant Gold House Leader 

Mr. David Fanning                 Mr. Kyle Vos 



Junior School Leadership Day 

On Friday 12th May we ran our first ever 
Junior School Leadership Day. Form 
Captains from Years 7-9 were invited and 
our Junior School Captains helped plan and 
lead some activities on the day. The day 
was focused on how we can live and 
breathe our school values, Respect, 
Opportunity and Resilience. The leaders 
engaged in some self-reflection about 
character strengths and how it is important 
to be your authentic self as a leader.  
 
We had two guest speakers; one past 
student Georgia Lee, who shared some 
great opportunities she has taken on the path to now working in community development with 
Christine Couzens. We also heard from Louise Norton, our Mental Health Practitioner, who talked 
about leadership opportunities and the importance of mental wellbeing. Our school captains dropped 
in at lunch time to see how they could support our junior school leaders. The teams worked in House 
Groups to brainstorm and plan some activities and 
fundraisers to support and connect with our community. 
Watch this space to see the impact of our leaders of the 
future!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Australian Science Olympiad Exams for Year 7 - 10 
students 
Registrations for the Australian Science Olympiad Exams are now open! 

 

The Australian Science Olympiad is one of Australia's most prestigious science programs, and the 

perfect way to forward your student's passion in science. The first step is to take part in the exams. 

While the ultimate goal of the Australian Science Olympiads is to select a team to represent Australia 

at the International Science Olympiads, students also have a chance to be selected for various 

extension programs that will challenge and extend their science knowledge.  

The cost is $15 per student. Registrations close Friday 9 June. 

Email Ms. Hermans at hermansm@bhs.vic.edu.au to register your interest, or to find out more.
  

VET Sport and 
Recreation – Great 
Ocean Walk Camp 
Last week our 2nd year VET Sport and 
Recreation students embarked on a 3-day 
hike along the Great Ocean Walk from Apollo 
Bay to the Cape Otway Light Station as part 
of their Facilitate Groups unit of competency. This was a 32km hike over the 3 days camping at Elliot 
Ridge and Blanket Bay camp sites along the way. The students carried all their own equipment 
including tents, sleeping bags, food and cooking stoves and were required to carry out all of their 
rubbish. Although the weather was great, the conditions along the track were very challenging at 
times, with a lot of mud greeting the hikers along numerous sections. However, the students were 
fantastic, resilient and supportive of each other to make the hike the success it was. The reward was 
a spectacular sunrise at Blanket Bay, although not all students were quite out of their tents to see it. 

A big thanks to the staff 
who attended – Mietta 
Robertson, Chris 
Thompson, Kyle Vos and 
Nick Masters 

 

 

 
 

mailto:hermansm@bhs.vic.edu.au
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Music News  
 

Last Thursday Intermediate Band participated in the Combined Bands Day at Kardinia International College. They 
worked with 6 other schools to prepare two pieces of music, and were treated to a BBQ (with cake!) before the 
concert. Our band performed exceptionally well, and received a number of compliments from other schools and 
audience members on both their performance and outstanding audience etiquette.  
Congratulations to Amanda Linton for her preparation of the group for this event, and for the on the ground 
organisation of the excursion, and to Emma Moffat for all her assistance on the day. 

      

 
Here’s a link to the massed finale performance, which really gives you a sense of just what 206 students can 
achieve together in one afternoon! 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12W6UT_wjbW51uUwh-PVltb4AMlS5x6bK/view?usp=sharing  
 
Upcoming Events 

 
10 lucky students are performing at the Sir Doug Nicholls Round at GMHBA stadium, at the Cats vs GWS game on 
May 27th. They will be backing Budjerah, a Coodjinburra man from the Bundjalung nation. Aria award winner 
Budjerah will be accompanied by a 50- voice choir from schools across Geelong. So look out for our BHS students 
if you’re at the game! 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12W6UT_wjbW51uUwh-PVltb4AMlS5x6bK/view?usp=sharing
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Our school show is fast approaching, and the Addams family band has been working incredibly 
hard and put in many hours of rehearsal after long days at school and at weekends, to put 
together the orchestra. Big thanks to Keith Busbridge, Abbie Burton, Allison Hollins, Frank Huang, 
Michael Wilding, Pat Consedine, Harry Whelan, Oscar Waring and Emma Moffat for their 
incredible efforts. Better still, book your tickets and come and enjoy the show! 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events Term 2 
May 19th: Jazz Swing for Mental Health (Jazz Syndicate) 
May 25th – 27th Addams Family shows (Addams family band) 
Solo Performance night, Wednesday 7th June + Thursday June 8th, 7pm in the PAC. This is for all instrumental 
music students in Years 7-10 (not VET) and is our Common Assessment task for this term. 
Winter Concert, Tuesday June 13th, BHS Gym. All large/small ensembles play 
Vocal Soiree, Wednesday June 14th, PAC  
Vet Performances, Barwon Club, Monday June 19th (Year 2 bands), Tuesday June 20th (Year 1 Bands). 6pm start. 
July 1-8th Senior Band + Jazz Syndicate Australian Pacific Music Festival, Sydney. 
 

Staff News 
Patrick Consedine is off on an exciting Overseas adventure – but don’t worry, he’ll be back in Term 3! Filling in for 
Pat is Gabe Brdar, who will be taking Pat’s percussion and drumkit students while Pat is away. 
 

 Last week we said a very sad farewell to Lynne Morton, who has decided to retire this 
year. We would like to pay tribute to her many years of service with the Education 
Department, and particularly for her last 12 years at Belmont High School. Lynne is widely 
recognized by music educators across Victoria as an exemplary practitioner, in her 
preparation of senior students for VCE and VCE VET music studies, in particular her ability 
to achieve excellent results in multi- level, multi -study design classroom cohorts. Lynne is 
a highly sought after presenter at VCE and VET Music education conferences in Australia 
and internationally.  
 
Lynne has always supported and mentored music staff at BHS, and we are so fortunate to 

have had her expertise in our music department for so many years. We wish her a fabulous time as she pursues 
new adventures in post school life! 
 

 
HELPERS NEEDED! 

 Decorating the gym 

 Setting up chairs 

 Selling raffle tickets  

 Gold coin entry collection 

 Assisting with Sound  

Please either come to the next Music support meeting, or email belmonthsbandsupp@gmail.com  

mailto:belmonthsbandsupp@gmail.com
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Sports Report 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
International Program 
 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM 
CULTURAL EXCHANGE PROGRAM 
Next term we are hosting a cultural exchange program for 14 Korean students in Years 10 and 11.  The students 
will be visiting Geelong for one week (July 15th - 21st of July) to learn more about Australian culture and school life. 

We are seeking homestay providers from our school community to host one or more students for 6 nights.  The 
students will spend 4 days at BHS attending regular classes and one day on an outing facilitated by the YMCA. 

All homestay providers would be reimbursed for hosting a student. 

If this is something that interests your family, please email Jo on joanne.moore@education.vic.gov.au to discuss 
this exciting and rewarding opportunity further. 

 

 

Senior Boys Football 

The senior boys football team recently competed at Herne Hill Reserve in terrific weather to 

showcase their skills. They started slowly with a one point win over North Geelong in a low scoring 

affair 21 – 20, before hitting their straps in the second game beating Lara by 8 goals. Josh Hasell 

became a ball magnet and fellow midfielders Mason Jolly and Thomas Boyd were winning the footy, 

giving Tom Peirce at full forward plenty of opportunity to score. Winning their pool, they moved to 

the semi finals to play Grovedale College, who looked to have a size advantage over Belmont. 

Grovedale scored quickly in the final and gained an early lead before Belmont started to claw their 

way back with some great defensive efforts resulting in goals. 4 points down with only a minute to go 

and an unlucky decision going against Belmont, saw Grovedale goal and the game slip away. Belmont 

conducted themselves fantastically throughout the day and some very strong performances from 

year eleven students, Tully Searle, Harry Irving, Jack Heron, Banjo Partos-Slattery and Charlie Steel 

giving Belmont something to look forward to in 2024. Well done boys! 

Mr Fanning 

mailto:joanne.moore@education.vic.gov.au


 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________- 11 - 
 

Coles Cookware 
Coles supermarkets are currently running a promotion giving away free 
Cookware. The Food Technology Department would be very grateful to 
families who do not intend to use their cookware credits for donations of the 
“20cm non-stick frypan”, the “26cm non-stick frypan”  or the “24cm Casserole 
pan with glass lid”.   
 
Items can be dropped into the office. 
Thank you. 
 
 
 

    

 

Elevate Education - Free Parent Webinar Sessions 
 

ELEVATE EDUCATION FREE PARENT & CARERS WEBINAR 
 

Dear Parents & Carers 

Over 3,000 parents & carers attended the Elevate Education free webinar on 10th May 2023 focussing on 

Motivation. 

Upcoming webinar for parents – Ask Elevate Anything 

Elevate Education's next free webinar will be taking place on Wednesday 24th May 2023, titled ‘Ask Elevate 

Anything’. This is a great opportunity to ask any questions you feel have been unanswered by Elevate in their 

webinars so far, whether that relates to your child’s study space, their motivation levels, the way they study – 

sign up to their webinar for an opportunity to have your question answered!  

Elevate Education works with our students, delivering high impact workshops on study skills, motivation, 

wellbeing, and exam preparation. By tuning into their webinar series you will learn how you can help better 

support your children at home through reinforcing the skills they learn at school:    

 

Wednesday 24th May @ 6:30pm (AEST)  

 

Ask Elevate Anything 

Click here to register for free 

 

  

 
  

 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.elevateeducation.com%2Fe%2F891981%2Fau-schoolwebinar%2Fnzrdm%2F409084299%3Fh%3DfwdiSWSbbA3YOFNG4c3QqM0GAXNsq4ZFmZaY878xHWY&data=05%7C01%7CSamantha.Clifton%40education.vic.gov.au%7C832d6bbb88974e85a29908db51ef995b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638193861734399226%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MULa96C1bdPaqDZDfwyt3OKVEB0vptOAHWGfy%2Bo0Yrg%3D&reserved=0
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A MESSAGE FROM MCHARRY’S BUSLINES: 
 
Major road closure which may impact some or all of our school bus services in the last week of Term 2. 
We have been advised that Major Road Projects Victoria will close the intersection at Barwon Heads Rd / 
Breakwater Rd for a 3-week period covering the last week of Term 2, and the full school holiday period. This is to 
undertake a reconstruction of that intersection as it links in with the duplication of the Barwon Heads Rd. 
 
The location of our main depot in Breakwater, we use this intersection hundreds of times a day to travel to and 
from our school locations, plus service many routes, we are expecting major delays and interruption to our 
services. 
We will do our best to mitigate the impact of these closures, however we simply won’t know what effect this may 
have until the closure starts. 
We ask for your understanding and patience during our service provision the last week of term.   
We will try to keep you informed of any major delays, but as you can appreciate, the delays could impact us 
network wide.   
  
Felicity Hunter 
Service Development Manager 
McHarry's Buslines Pty. Ltd. 
  

 
“A Geelong Owned and Operated Family Business” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mcharrys.com.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7CKaren.Conte%40education.vic.gov.au%7C80a7151115aa4e305c5108da3c67d19b%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637888713956953402%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EAGuT0lVjC3M33LMTTN7wGKiWhsk9yWWB%2BlKHI36JYE%3D&reserved=0
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Riley Brown – Wellbeing Coordinator 
Riley.Brown@education.vic.gov.au 
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Extra, Extra Read All About It! 

We have opportunities galore for your students looking for a career in Bricklaying. 
Bricklaying you say, yes that’s correct Bricklaying. 

In today’s climate there are so many vacancies and not enough employees. We are seeing 
shortages all over the construction sector and bricklaying is on top of our list. 

Do you have any students looking for a sbat? Any school leavers looking for a full-time job?  
If so, this could be for them. 

 

 
 

Bricklaying is one of only two structural construction trades with a pathway to becoming a 
builder. 

Earn while you learn by engaging in this 3-year apprenticeship. 
This industry is not just for the guys, the girls are just as necessary. So, if you believe this is a 

career for you, then look no further. Let us know. 
Contact me, Kylie Martin 0428 230 886 or martink@sarinarusso.com.au 
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