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Year 11 & 12 - Overview 
 

Key Contacts: 

Name Role 
Mr Josh Baker Principal 
Ms Meagan McAlpine Assistant Principal  
Ms Jess Scannell Year 11 & 12 Leader 
Mr Darren Lynch VCE-VM Leader 
Ms Carly Taft Careers and Pathways Coordinator 
Ms Megan McPherson VET Coordinator 
Mr Simon Thorley Student Excellence Coordinator 

 

Guide to Year 11 & 12 Acronyms: 

Acronym In Full 
VCAA Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority 
ATAR Australian Tertiary Admission Rank 
SAC School Assessed Coursework 
TAFE Tertiary and Further Education 
VET Vocational Education and Training 
VTAC Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre 
VCE Victorian Certificate of Education 
VCE-VM Victorian Certificate of Education – Vocational Major 
SBAT School Based Apprenticeship or Traineeship 

 

Heads of Departments: 

These teachers can provide further information about the syllabus, assessment and pathways in their 
subject areas. 

Contact Subject Area 
Mr Warren Whitney English 
Mr Ben Wilson Mathematics 
Ms Kirsty Zahra  Arts 
Mr Chris Thompson Technology 
Ms Lea Purdy / Ms Ashley Green Languages (Indonesian / Italian) 
Mr Thomas Bell Health and Physical Education 
Ms Meghann Hermans Science 
Ms Maylene Sutherland Humanities 
Ms Rose Humphrey Music 
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Programs Overview: 

Year 11 and 12 at Belmont High School incorporates both the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) 
and the Victorian Certificate of Education – Vocational Major (VCE-VM). 
 

VCE 

The VCE is an academic pathway option. It is widely used by students as a pathway to university. 

Students must complete at least 16 units to obtain their VCE, including: 
• Three units from the English group, including a Unit 3/4 sequence 
• At least three other sequences of Unit 3 and 4 subjects 

 
At Belmont High School, students are expected to study 22 units in total - 6 subjects at Year 11 (Units 
1 & 2) and 5 subjects at Year 12 (Units 3 & 4) in order to ensure successful completion and the best 
possible results. Subject selection should be based on the student’s interest, ability and career 
aspirations. 
 

VCE Results 

Students will receive one of the below grades for each unit they are enrolled in: 
 

Grade Explanation 

Satisfactory (S) All coursework requirements were met and student displayed 
satisfactory understanding of the key knowledge and skills 

Not Satisfactory 
(N) 

Some or all coursework requirements were not met and/or student did 
not display satisfactory understanding of the key knowledge and skills 

 
On successful completion of a Unit 3/4 sequence students will obtain a study score.  
Below is a breakdown of what percentage of students will obtain different levels of study score in a 
subject, across the entire state. 
 

% of students Get a study score of 
2% 45 or above 
9% 40 or above 

26% 35 or above 
53% 30 or above 
78% 25 or above 
93% 20 or above 

 
The highest study score from the English group (English, Language, EAL or Literature); along with the 
highest 3 other studies will be used to calculate a student ATAR score. Students will also receive 10% 
of their 5th and 6th highest scoring subjects as a contribution. The maximum number of studies that 
can contribute to an ATAR score is 6. ATAR is the main form of admission to university from high 
school. VET programs can count towards a student’s VCE and ATAR score. 
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Prerequisite Studies 

Before selection of VCE studies, students should carefully check the “VICTER” for the prerequisites 
for Universities and TAFE Colleges. Prerequisite studies are nominated by individual course 
authorities as subjects / studies which must be satisfactorily completed by all applicants seeking 
admission to that course. Applications who do not meet this condition may not be considered for 
selection.  

It is important to note that no more than two mathematics, music, history, languages other than 
English or information technology subjects can be included in a student’s ‘primary four’ subjects for 
ATAR calculation. If a student studies a third subject from these areas they will be eligible for an 
‘increment’ of 10% (as a fifth or sixth subject). 

 

Acceleration 

Students at Belmont High School may choose to accelerate in a VCE subject or a VET course, ahead 
of their current year level. This can be a great way to experience what a VCE subject is like during Year 
10, and what a Year 12 subject is like (including exam experience) during Year 11.  

Your VCE ATAR score is calculated using your top 4 study scores (including English), plus 10% of your 
5th and 6th subjects scores. Completing an additional subject could help boost your ATAR.  It is 
recommended for high achieving students to consider accelerating in a VCE subject or VET course, 
both in and outside of our select entry accelerated learning program. 

Students will be required to submit an application for acceleration. Applications will be considered by 
the VCE Careers team and successful candidates will be offered a place. This subject will then 
replace 2 x semester based subjects.  

Distance Education 

Students may undertake a language other than English not offered at Belmont High School through 
the Victorian School of Languages. This may occur where a student has a family background in a 
particular language or may have past experience in studying that language. This would be in lieu of 
one subject at Belmont High School and the student would be given study periods during the school 
day to allow time for them to complete some of this classwork.  

The VSL offers some courses online, and others face to face on a Saturday morning. The Student 
Pathways Centre has these details. For further information please enquire with the school’s Career’s 
and Pathways Coordinator, Ms Carly Taft.  

As a school we are proud to boast once of the most diverse range of subject offerings in the Geelong 
region. Some students may wish to study other subjects (excluding LOTE) not offered by Belmont High 
School. In order for this to be approved students should apply in writing to the VCE Leader before the 
subject selection period closes, including evidence of how that subject is a prerequisite for their 
individual pathway plan. 
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VCE-VM 
The VCE-VM is a hands-on, practical program for students in Year 11 and 12. Students build skills for 
employment, further training, as well as literacy and numeracy skills. 

Students who choose to do VCE-VM are more likely to be interested in going on to training at TAFE, 
doing an apprenticeship, or gaining employment straight after school.  

The VCE-VM’s flexibility enables students to undertake a study program that suits their interests and 
learning needs. They will engage in community placements and structured workplace learning and 
may include a VCE subject which can count towards course requirements.  

Summary of VCE-VM Course  

Units 1 & 2 (Year 11) Units 3 & 4 (Year 12) 
Personal Development Skills 

• Understanding yourself, setting goals, 
teamwork, wellbeing and contributing to 
the community. 

Work Related Skills 
• Introduction to future careers, 

employment growth, and job-readiness 
Literacy 

• Reading, writing, speaking and listening 
in real-world contexts such as job 
applications, instructions, and personal 
communication 

Numeracy 
• Practical maths for everyday life: 

budgeting, measurement, planning and 
using data 

Personal Development Skills 
• Plan and complete a community-based 

project. Focus on leadership, 
collaboration and problem solving. 

Work Related Skills 
• Explore career pathways and complete 

more advanced work-related tasks. 
Build workplace confidence and 
independence. 

Literacy 
• Produce and respond to workplace 

documents and formal 
communications. Improve language for 
employment and training. 

Numeracy 
• Apply maths to real-life scenarios such 

as transport, health, finance, and 
employment planning. 

What can this lead to? 
• Apprenticeships and traineeships 
• Further TAFE and other vocational courses 
• Entry-level jobs in areas like retail, construction, hospitality, or health 
• Ongoing personal development and independence 

Why choose this pathway? 
• Learn through real experiences—inside and beyond the classroom—with hands-on activities, 

projects, and opportunities in the community and workplace. Gain real experience through 
projects and placements. 

• Develop skills for use after school 
• Be supported in a flexible and engaging learning environment 
• Prepare for the future 
• Graduate with the confidence and experience to move straight into work or further study. 
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VCE and VCE-VM Attendance Policy 

VCAA states all VCE and VM units require 50 hours of class time. At Belmont High School, students 
must maintain approved attendance of 90% or more per subject per unit to ensure we meet this 
requirement. 

• Where students fall below 90% approved attendance teachers can allocate a N result at 
their discretion due to inability to authenticate they have met all knowledge and skills 

• Where students fall below 80% approved attendance the school will automatically 
allocate a N result, this result is not at teacher discretion. 

Approved absences include: 

• Medical certificate  
• School events (including excursions and ONE sport per term)  
• Approval directly from the House Leader, for religious or bereavement reasons. 

Please note parents submitting an absence as “Ill” is not an approved absence at VCE without the 
above documentation. 

Students who fail to attend a SAC without an approved absence will receive a score of zero for the 
SAC. Students have 7 days once they return to school to submit a medical certificate (or statutory 
declaration as a once off, if it is reasonably assumed they could not attend a doctor’s appointment). 

If a student’s absence drops below 90%, the “VCE Attendance” chronicle will be sent home. This 
notifies families student attendance must improve, or they are at risk of a N result.  
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VET 
VET is recognised as a pathway to many careers. A student’s VET program may form part of a pathway 
towards employment or tertiary studies. A VET certificate is a nationally recognised qualification. 

A student’s VET program in most cases constitutes a subject undertaken off campus. Student’s 
signing up for external VET courses are required to use the bus and follow the expectations of the 
Geelong VET Network agreement.  

Throughout the Geelong Network, most VET 1st Year courses run on Wednesday afternoons, with 2nd 
Year VET courses running on Monday afternoons. VET courses generally run from 1:30 – 5/5:30pm.  

Places in VET programs are limited. Preference will be given to VCE-VM students, Year 12s, Year 11s 
and then Year 10s, assuming paperwork is submitted on time.  

Students must be in Year 11 to study the following courses at The Gordon: Certificate II in 
Electrotechnology, Certificate III in Early Childhood Education and Care, and Certificate III in 
Community Services. 

2026 VET Programs offered in the Geelong Network may include: 

Certificate II in Animal Studies Certificate III in Equine Industry  
Certificate II in Automotive Certificate II in Salon Assistant 
Certificate II in Building and Construction Certificate II in Horticulture 
Certificate III in Design Fundamentals  Certificate II in Agriculture 
Certificate III in Beauty Services Certificate II in Cookery 
Certificate II in Plumbing Certificate III in Information Technology 
Certificate II in Dance Certificate III in Laboratory Skills 
Certificate II in Engineering Certificate III in Allied Health Assistance 
Certificate III in Applied Fashion, Apparel and 
Textile 

Certificate III in Music (Sound Production) 

Please note, these external VET programs are subject to change. 

Students can study Certificate III in Music Industry, Certificate II in Outdoor Recreation and Certificate 
III in Sports, Aquatics and Recreation (partial completion) at Belmont High School. Descriptions of 
these VET units can be found in the summary of courses alongside VCE and VM subjects.  

Enquiries related to VET should be directed to the school’s VET Coordinator, Ms Megan McPherson. 
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School Based Apprenticeship/ Traineeship (SBAT) 
A SBAT is a program that allows high school students, typically in Years 11 or 12, to begin an 
apprenticeship or traineeship while still completing their secondary education.  

SBATs combine part-time paid work, structured vocational training, and regular school studies, 
offering students a practical pathway into the workforce. Students spend part of their school week 
gaining hands-on industry experience with an employer and the other part completing classroom 
learning.  

To participate in an SBAT, students must have an employer willing to take them on, and this can be 
challenging in some industries, meaning a placement is not always guaranteed. 
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Summary of VCE Courses 
Field of Study Year 11 (Units 1 & 2) Year 12 (Units 3 & 4) 
Arts: Performing Arts Drama 

 
Music 
 
VET Music Performance  
 

Drama 
 
Music Performance - Contemporary  
 
Music Performance – Repertoire 
 
VET Music Performance  
 

Arts: Visual Arts Art Creative Practice 
 
Art Making & Exhibiting 
 
Visual Communication Design 
 
Media Studies 
 

Art Creative Practice 
 
Art Making & Exhibiting 
 
Visual Communication Design 
 
Media Studies 
 

English English 
 
English Literature 
 
English Language 
 
English as an Additional 
Language 

English 
 
English Literature 
 
English Language 
 
English as an Additional Language 

Health and Physical 
Education (HAPE) 

Health & Human Development 
 
Physical Education 
 
VET Outdoor Recreation  
 

Health & Human Development 
 
Physical Education 
 
VET Sport and Recreation  
 

Humanities Accounting  
 
Business Management 
 
Legal Studies 
 
Geography 
 
History 

Accounting  
 
Business Management 
 
Legal Studies 
 
Geography 
 
History 
 

Languages Indonesian 
 
Italian 

Indonesian 
 
Italian 
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Mathematics Foundation Maths 
 
General Maths 
 
Maths Methods 
 
Specialist Maths 

Foundation Maths 
 
General Maths 
 
Maths Methods 
 
Specialist Maths 
 

Science Biology 
 
Chemistry 
 
Physics 
 
Environmental Science 
 
Psychology 

Biology 
 
Chemistry 
 
Physics 
 
Environmental Science 
 
Psychology 

Technologies Product & Design Technology 
(Wood, Fibre or Metal) 
 
Food Studies 
 
Systems Engineering 
 
Applied Computing 

Product & Design Technology 
(Wood, Fibre or Metal) 
 
Food Studies 
 
Systems Engineering 
 
Applied Computing – Data 
Analytics 
 
Applied Computing – Software 
Development 

 

Please see the following pages for a description of each VCE and VET subject offered. 
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Accounting 
 

Course Content  
VCE Accounting explores how money moves in a business 
and you’ll learn how to track and manage it. You will focus 
on records and reports and how to make smart decisions 
based on that data. You’ll get to learn the theory and ethics 
behind accounting and put it into practice. This subject will 
allow you to consider what smart financial decision making 
looks like while completing a range of practical activities. 
 

What will I learn?  
UNIT 1: The role of accounting UNIT 2: Accounting and decision making 

• Establishing business operations 
• Basic recording and reporting 
• Accounting theory 

• Accounting for inventory 
• Accounting for non-current assets 
• Accounting for credit transactions 

 
UNIT 3: Financial accounting for business UNIT 4: Recording, reporting and budgeting 

• Accounting using debits and credits in 
the general le 

• Advanced reporting 

• Balance Day Adjustments 
• Budgeting 
• Financial indictors and analysis 

 

What can this lead to? 
A career in accounting can open doors to a wide range of opportunities. You can work crunching 
numbers, leading a team, or running your own business. You can become an accountant, and work in 
exciting fields like forensics or fraud. Alternatively, combine your skills with something you are 
passionate about, including sports, entertainment, tech and travel. All types of businesses have 
finances that need to be well managed! 

 

Why choose this subject? 
Choose this subject if you are interested in becoming financially independent and good at managing 
money – no matter what career you choose.  
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Applied Computing 
 

VCE Applied Computing explores how digital systems work and how we 
can use them to solve real-world problems. You’ll learn how to design, 
build, and test solutions such as websites, apps or information systems. 
You will focus on data, how it is collected, used and protected, and how 
to think logically and creatively to develop efficient solutions. This 
subject gives you the chance to combine theory with hands-on projects 
while building skills in problem solving, coding and digital thinking. 

UNIT 1: Digital Systems & Data UNIT 2: Innovative Project 
 

• Collect, secure and use data responsibly 
• Understand components of digital systems 
• Apply problem-solving to design solutions 
• Create digital solutions using code or 

visual tools 
 

 
• Design and develop innovative digital solutions 
• Manage projects with planning tools 
• Explore data security, privacy, and ethics 
• Collaborate online to solve real-world 

problems 
 

 

Pathway 1: UNIT 3 & 4 Data Analytics 
UNIT 3: Data Collection & Analysis 
• Work with real-world data sets 
• Identify patterns and insights using 

technology 
• Plan how to communicate findings 

UNIT 4: Data Visualisation & Communication 
• Create visuals (dashboards, reports) 
• Communicate and evaluate insights in 

infographics 
• Address data security and ethical use 

Pathway 2: UNIT 3 & 4 Software Development 
UNIT 3: Software Design & Development 
• Learn programming tools and techniques 
• Design, document, plan and build a 

software solution to solve a real-world 
problem. 

 

UNIT 4: Software Testing & Evaluation 
• Develop and test a student developed digital 

solution 
• Evaluate digital solution performance, 

usability, and success 
• Assess cybersecurity risks and address legal 

and ethical considerations 
 
What can this lead to? 
This subject opens pathways to careers in app development, IT support, data analysis, cybersecurity, 
and web design. These skills are needed in industries like business, gaming, health, science, sport, 
and the arts. 
 
Why choose this subject? 
Choose Applied Computing if you enjoy solving problems, being creative, or want to understand how 
technology works. You’ll gain practical digital skills and create real solutions from your own ideas. 
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Art Creative Practice 
 
Course Content  
VCE Art Creative Practice helps you explore how artists 
express ideas and messages through their work. You’ll learn 
to look closely at artworks, understand their meaning, and 
talk about how they affect the viewer. You’ll also research, 
experiment, and create your own art using different 
materials and techniques. Across Units 1–4, you’ll develop 
your visual language, build skills using Interpretive Lenses, 
and reflect on your creative process in a visual diary. You’ll 
study historical and contemporary artists, explore cultural 
ideas, and create resolved artworks. This course prepares 
you for creative careers, further study, and lifelong artistic 
expression. 
 
What will I do?  

• Explore different ideas, artists, cultures, and art styles that inspire your own creative thinking. 
• Experiment with a wide range of materials, techniques, and art processes to bring your ideas to 

life. 
• Refine your work by improving your technical skills and making clear decisions about how to 

present your art. 
• Reflect on your progress, take on feedback, and evaluate how successfully your work 

communicates your ideas. 
• Make original artworks that express your personal thoughts, experiences, and responses to the 

world around you. 
• Respond to your own art and others’ by discussing meaning, messages, and how visual language is 

used. 
• Understand how artists and their artworks reflect different cultures, beliefs, and traditions 
• Learn to analyse and interpret artworks using different ways of thinking (called Interpretive Lenses) 
• Explore and evaluate ideas and messages in artworks from both the past and present 
• Present your finished artworks to an audience in the annual Belmont High Arts and Technology art 

exhibition 
 

What can this lead to? 
VCE Art Creative Practice can lead to exciting careers in fine art, design, photography, illustration, 
animation, fashion, interior or industrial design, and art education, while also supporting further study 
and creative pathways in the arts. 
 
Why choose this subject? 
VCE Art Creative Practice is a great subject if you enjoy being creative, thinking deeply, and expressing 
your own ideas visually. It gives you the chance to explore your personal interests through art, 
experiment with different materials and techniques, and learn how artists communicate powerful 
messages about the world around us. You’ll build skills in research, critical thinking, and problem-
solving that are useful in many careers—not just in the arts. Whether you want to pursue art 
professionally or simply enjoy making and understanding art, this subject helps you grow as a 
confident, creative, and thoughtful individual. 

After completing Units 3 and 4 of Art Creative Practice, Arty Foulkes was 
selected to exhibit his expressive ceramic vessels in the 2023 Top Arts 

exhibition at the National Gallery of Victoria. 
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Art Making and Exhibiting 
 

Course Content  
In VCE Art Making and Exhibiting Units 1–4, you’ll 
explore how to develop your own artworks through 
experimenting with different artforms, materials, 
techniques, and ideas. You’ll learn how artists work 
in studios, how artworks are displayed in galleries, 
and how to plan and present your own art. The course 
helps you build a creative process, develop a strong 
folio, and understand how to communicate meaning 
through art. You’ll also look at how cultural and 
historical contexts influence artists and how you are 
personally inspired. This subject supports your 
personal growth and gives you real-world skills for  
future study or creative careers. 

What will I do? 
• Study artists as influences and gather personal inspiration.  
• Explore artforms and experiment with materials, techniques, and processes. 
• Develop and refine ideas through independent art making. 
• Document a Visual Art journal that shows individual art making from idea to finished artwork. 
• Reflect on and evaluate art making using visual language. 
• Visit current exhibitions and discover how galleries curate, display, and manage artworks. 
• Plan and design your own hypothetical exhibitions. 
• Exhibit your finished artworks in the annual Belmont High School Arts and Technology Exhibition. 

What can this lead to? 
VCE Art Making and Exhibiting can lead to careers in fine art, design, photography, illustration, art 
education, or working in galleries and museums. It also supports pathways into further study in 
creative industries, helping you build a future in the arts and share your creativity with others. 

Why choose this subject? 
If you’re a creative person with a passion for art, this subject offers a valuable opportunity to explore 
your ideas and develop your own artistic style. You’ll build confidence, express yourself, and improve 
your mental wellbeing through hands-on art making. Along the way, you’ll strengthen important skills 
like problem-solving, communication, and creative thinking. You’ll also create a polished folio that 
can support future study or lead to a career in the arts. Whether you're aiming for a creative pathway 
or simply enjoy making art, this subject is a rewarding and inspiring choice. 

  

After completing Units 3 and 4 of Art Making and Exhibiting, Janelle Moss was selected 
to exhibit her landscape paintings in the 2024 Top Arts exhibition at the National Gallery 

of Victoria. 
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Biology 
 

Course Content  
VCE Biology helps you explore how life works — from the 
smallest molecules to complex ecosystems. Throughout 
the course, you’ll develop scientific skills and an 
understanding of how biology is used in the real world. 

You will explore the dynamic systems that support life. 
You’ll learn how cells function, how plants and animals 
survive and adapt, how genes are passed on and how 
organisms respond to disease and environmental change.  

The course includes practical experiments, analysis of data and models, and evaluation of biological 
issues like gene editing and immunotherapy. You’ll build scientific thinking, ethical awareness, and 
understand how biology contributes to solving modern global challenges. 

 

What will I learn?  

UNIT 1: How do organisms regulate their 
functions?  

UNIT 2: How does inheritance impact on 
diversity? 

• Cell structure & function 
• Plant and animal systems 
• Scientific investigations 

• Inheritance (genetics) 
• Adaptations 
• Bioethical issues 

 
UNIT 3: How do cells maintain life? UNIT 4: How does life change and respond to 

challenges? 
• DNA, proteins & DNA manipulation 
• Photosynthesis 
• Cellular respiration 

• Responding to pathogens 
• Evolution 
• Scientific investigations 

 

What can this lead to? 
Studying VCE Biology can lead to an ever-growing future of opportunities in health, science and the 
environment. It provides a strong foundation for continuing your studies into medicine, nursing, 
biomedical science, environmental science, and biotechnology, to name a few. Biology students often 
go on to careers such as doctors, nurses, lab technicians, environmental scientists, biotechnologists, 
or teachers.  

Why choose this subject? 
It’s a great subject if you're curious about living organisms, health, nature, genetics, or how science 
can solve global problems.  
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Business Management 
 

Course Content  
VCE Business Management teaches students how 
businesses are created, managed and grown. You’ll 
explore the journey from having a business idea to 
planning, starting and running a business. You’ll 
investigate how business leaders make decisions and 
manage people and resources. You’ll study real-life 
business examples and compare how these businesses 
are managed. By the end of the course you’ll be able to 
suggest different ways businesses can deal with 
challenges and improve how they operate. 
 
What will I learn?  

UNIT 1: Planning a business UNIT 2: Establishing a business 
• Entrepreneurship 
• Internal business environment 
• External business environment 

• Legal requirements 
• Financial considerations 
• Marketing a business 

 
UNIT 3: Managing a business UNIT 4: Transforming a business 

• Management styles and skills 
• Human resources and motivation 
• Operations management and products 

• Why businesses need to change 
• How businesses change 
• Real life examples of business change 

 

What can this lead to? 
A career in business can open the door to a wide range of exciting opportunities across nearly every 
industry. Whether you’re interested in marketing, management, finance, entrepreneurship, or 
international trade, business skills are in high demand. With a solid understanding of how businesses 
operate, you can become a leader, start your own company, or work with global brands. Studying 
business gives you the flexibility to shape a career that matches your interests, goals, and ambitions. 

 

Why choose this subject? 
Study Business Management to gain the practical skills and knowledge needed to understand how 
businesses succeed—and to set yourself up for a future as a confident leader, entrepreneur, or 
decision-maker in any career path. 
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Chemistry 
 

Course Content  
In VCE Chemistry the role of chemistry in daily life, industry, and the 
environment are explored. Students learn the theory behind the periodic 
table, atomic structure, chemical bonding, stoichiometry, chemical 
reactions, acids and bases, organic chemistry, energy transformations, 
and analytical techniques. Students develop their scientific inquiry skills 
through experimental work, data analysis, and by investigating chemical 
principles in real-world contexts.  
 

What will I learn?  
UNIT 1: Explaining the diversity of materials UNIT 2: Chemical reactions 

• Elements and the periodic table 
• Covalent substances 
• Reactions of metals & ionic compounds 
• Separation and identification  
• Quantifying atoms and compounds 
• Organic compounds, polymers & society 

• Water as a unique chemical 
• Acid-base, and redox reactions 
• Measuring solubility and concentration 
• Analysis for acids and bases, and salts 
• Measuring gases 
• Student-designed scientific investigation 

 
UNIT 3: Optimising chemical processes UNIT 4: Carbon-based compounds 

• Carbon-based fuels 
• Measuring changes in reactions 
• Energy from galvanic cells & fuel cells 
• Rate and extent of chemical reactions 
• Produce chemicals using electrolysis 

• Organic compounds and their reactions 
• Analysis of organic compounds 
• Medicinal chemistry 
• Student-designed scientific investigation 

 

What can this lead to? 
VCE Chemistry can lead to a wide range of future study and career pathways in science, health, 
engineering, and technology. It provides a strong foundation for tertiary courses such as nursing, 
medicine, pharmacy, veterinary science, biomedical science, environmental science, chemical 
engineering, and forensic science. The analytical and problem-solving skills developed are also 
valued in research, laboratory work, science communication, education, and various roles in industry 
and government. 

 
Why choose this subject? 
In addition to preparing students for their future study aspirations, this subject will assist students in 
making sense of the world around them and equip them with the knowledge to make informed 
choices about health, technology and the environment.  
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Drama 
 

Course Content 

In VCE Drama, you’ll explore how to create and perform original stories and characters using different 
drama styles and techniques. You’ll learn by making your own performances, watching professional 
theatre, and studying the work of drama artists — including Australian and Indigenous practitioners. 

The course is split into four units: 

• Unit 1 & 2: Learn how to create, perform and analyse your own group work using modern 
drama practices. Explore themes from Australia’s history, culture, and identity. 

• Unit 3 & 4: Focus on advanced performance skills — work in a team to make an ensemble 
piece (Unit 3), then create and perform your own solo piece (Unit 4). You’ll also review and 
analyse professional performances along the way. 

What will I learn? 

• How to build and perform characters using your voice, body, and imagination 
• Different drama styles from around the world and across history 
• How to respond to stimulus material (like images, texts or current issues) to create stories 
• Ways to work as a team or solo to plan, rehearse and perform live theatre 
• How to reflect on your own performances and those of others, including professional shows 
• Understanding of diverse perspectives, including culture, gender, and identity in drama 

What will I do? 

• Create original performances from scratch — no script required! 
• Perform live for your classmates or wider audiences 
• Attend professional theatre shows and analyse what makes them effective 
• Work with real-world themes like social justice, identity, and culture 
• Explore different production areas (lighting, costume, sound, props) in sustainable and 

creative ways 
• Keep a folio of your creative process, ideas and feedback 

Why choose this subject? 
 
VCE Drama might be the perfect fit if you: 

• Enjoy performing, being creative, or telling stories 
• Like working with others and thinking outside the box 
• Want to build confidence in speaking, presenting, or sharing ideas 
• Are curious about people, culture, and how theatre can reflect the world around us 
• Are thinking about a career in performing arts, media, writing, education or communication 
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English 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What will I learn?  

UNIT 1: Reading and Exploring Texts UNIT 2: Crafting Texts  
• Learn how to interpret and explore 

themes and characters in novels and 
plays 

• Write and speak to express ideas about 
the text 

• Explore how texts reflect values and 
different interpretations 

• Based around a Framework, you use 
mentor texts to create your own writing 

• Examine how different texts present 
similar ideas and themes 

• Build confidence with your writing  
• Create your own written pieces with a 

clear purpose, audience and style 
 

UNIT 3: Analysing Arguments 
 

UNIT 4: Reading and Exploring texts 
 

• Dive deeper into analysing how authors 
create meaning and impact 

• Break down the language of opinion 
articles and speeches 

• Look at how the writing is trying to 
persuade a particular audience 

 

• Examine a text in detail, looking at ideas, 
values and storytelling techniques 

• Look at how and why the writer uses 
language and literary devices 

• Develop strong, well-reasoned responses 
about the text using personal 
interpretation of key themes, plot and 
characterisation 

What can this lead to? 
Strong English skills are essential in almost every job. This subject can lead to careers in journalism, 
law, media, publishing, public relations, education, writing, marketing, and more. Whether you want 
to write, analyse, debate or persuade—English gives you the tools to be heard and understood. It also 
helps you succeed in any course at university or TAFE where communication is key. 

Why choose this subject? 
You must choose an English subject to obtain your VCE – it’s the only compulsory subject. 

Choose English if you want to become a confident communicator, think critically, and make your 
voice count. No matter what your future career is, the ability to read between the lines, express 
yourself clearly, and understand others is a powerful skill to have. 

  



 

 Belmont High School                                                                                            VCE Subject Selection Handbook | 22 
 

English as an Additional Language (EAL) 
 

What will I learn?  
UNIT 1: Reading and Exploring Texts UNIT 2: Reading and Exploring Texts 

Continued 
• Crafting texts • Exploring argument 

 
UNIT 3: Reading and Responding to Texts UNIT 4: Reading and Exploring Texts 

• Creating Texts • Analysing Argument 
 
Eligibility for this subject: 
You must choose an English subject to obtain your VCE – it’s the only compulsory subject. 

EAL provides students from non-English speaking backgrounds the opportunity for a more even 
playing field in their English studies. They study much of the same texts and build skills like our 
mainstream English students, without having to compete with native English speaking students. 

In order to study EAL in VCE students must meet one of the following conditions: 

• They have been a resident in Australia or New Zealand or other predominantly English-speaking 
country for not more than seven years over the period of their education.  NOTE: The period of 
seven years is to be calculated cumulatively over the student’s whole life.  

• English has been the student’s major language of instruction for a total period of not more than 
seven years over the period of their education.  

OR:  

• they are a student of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander descent whose first language is not English.  

OR:  

• they have a hearing impairment (must produce evidence of hearing loss of 60 decibels or greater in 
their better ear.)   

EAL applications for students whose country of origin is Singapore or India must be submitted to the 
VCAA for assessment with supporting documentation that the language of instruction at their schools 
was not English. 

Circumstances not considered for EAL status: 

• The language spoken in the student’s home  
• The standard of the student’s spoken and written English  
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English Literature 
 

Course Content  
VCE Literature involves the study of a wide range of different texts, from novels, plays, short stories, 
poems, non-fiction and even film. The course enables students to become better readers, to gain an 
understanding of how literary texts create meaning and to become confident in the analysis of 
complex texts. We explore the rich history of both classic and contemporary literature, and examine 
different literary movements and periods. We read different styles and genres and learn to appreciate 
the wide variety of texts available to readers. 

What will I learn? 
Students will learn how to become more confident readers and writers. The greater variety of texts in 
Literature will help students develop knowledge of different styles of literary expression and language. 
As a result, students will develop improved skills in analysis and interpretation, and learn to discuss 
the complex meanings of a text and its language. These are skills that are transferable to a range of 
other subjects, including Art, Media, History and Legal Studies, any field in which careful textual 
analysis is required. Literature supports us in becoming more careful readers of all types of texts, 
including media texts, and to understand how meaning is created. The skills that Literature develops 
are also highly valuable for students wishing to become better writers as they consider tertiary study 
options.  

What will I do?  
Firstly, we will read a broad range of literary texts that are both classic and contemporary, texts that 
wouldn’t typically be found on the English list. Literature is a subject that depends on vibrant, 
enthusiastic discussion and the sharing of ideas. So, class discussion is high priority (don’t worry if 
you’re on the more quiet side, we can accommodate that too!). We read the texts together in class, 
exploring them in depth and looking into the complex ideas they explore. We write in a range of modes 
and styles, both shorter and longer essay length responses. We conduct research and develop our 
skills in this area which is valuable for tertiary study. Most importantly, you will be part of a class of 
students that have chosen Literature because we all share a passion, or at least an interest in books 
and reading and we aim to share that enthusiasm with each other. 

Is this for me? 
Literature is for you if you enjoy reading or even if you wish to re-ignite that interest-it’s never too late to 
find your passion for books! Literature is for you if you want to become a more confident reader and 
writer, if you have always wanted to write yourself or if you see a possible future in any of the creative 
professions. Literature is an excellent start for students who have an interest in journalism, public 
relations, editing, advertising, professional writing, on-line content creation, media, teaching or any 
number of other professions in which the skills of reading and analysis are required-that’s quite a 
broad range of careers. Finally, if you are looking for a subject that will challenge you and also reward 
your efforts in becoming a stronger, more confident writer, then Literature is the perfect subject for 
you. We are a subject that welcomes students to express themselves both verbally and in writing. 
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Environmental Science 
 

Course Content  
Explore how Earth works as a system and how human 
actions impact the environment. Key themes include 
ecosystems, biodiversity, climate change, renewable 
energy, pollution, and sustainable resource management. 
It’s a mix of biology, chemistry, and geography; all through 
the lens of protecting our planet.  

What will I learn?  

UNIT 1: How are Earth’s dynamic systems 
interconnected to support life? 

UNIT 2: How affects Earth’s capacity to 
sustain life? 

• Explore Earth’s four major systems: 
atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere, 
and lithosphere and different cycles 

• Investigate how ecosystems function and 
maintain balance 

• Examine human impacts on natural 
systems 

• Study different types of pollution  
• Investigate pollution management 

strategies  
• Explore the role of science, policy, and 

community action  

 
UNIT 3: How can biodiversity and 
development be sustained? 

UNIT 4: How can climate changes and the 
impacts of human energy use be managed? 

• Examine the importance of biodiversity 
for ecosystem health and resilience 

• Explore threats to biodiversity 
• Analyse conservation strategies and 

environmental impact assessments 

• Investigate energy needs and sources 
and impacts of it’s production and use 

• Explore global and local responses to 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions 

• Conduct an investigation into an 
environmental science question 

 

What can this lead to? 
A range of careers focused on sustainability, conservation, and understanding our natural world. It 
can lead to roles such as environmental scientist, ecologist, policy advisor, sustainability consultant 
or park ranger. You can go on to study environmental science, biology, marine science, renewable 
energy or environmental management at university or TAFE.  

Why choose this subject? 
If you care about the environment and want to make a difference, are curious about how science can 
help solve environmental problems, enjoy learning outdoors, doing investigations, and working on 
real-world issues and are interested in a career in science, sustainability, environmental management 
or policymaking, this subject is for you! 

 

 



 

 Belmont High School                                                                                            VCE Subject Selection Handbook | 25 
 

Food Studies  
 

Course Content  

In VCE Food Studies, you’ll explore the story of food—past, 
present, and future. You’ll learn about the history of food around 
the world, including traditional Indigenous foods in Australia, 
and how immigration and industry have shaped our diets. 

You’ll compare large-scale food industries with home and small-
scale food production. Through hands-on cooking, you’ll create 
and adapt recipes, compare your dishes to commercial 
products, and even explore ideas for your own food business. 

You’ll discover how food affects your body, from digestion to gut 
health, and understand the science behind the Australian 
Dietary Guidelines. You’ll also look at how food choices are 
shaped by culture, identity, and social trends. 

Finally, you’ll learn to spot food myths, read labels critically, and explore global issues like food 
security, sustainability, and ethical eating. You’ll investigate how farming, climate change, and 
technology influence the future of food—and how your choices can help build a healthier planet. 

What will I do? 

-  Product tastings.  
-  Nutritional and comparative analysis of a variety of food products. 
-  Explore techniques for cooking, baking, decorating and presenting food creatively. 
-  Complete product design in relation to food marketing. 
-  Conduct a report on an area of your choice within the topics of food security, food ethics, 

sustainable primary food production, biosecurity/biodiversity or food processing, manufacturing 
and the environment. 

-  Work collaboratively on shared cooking projects. 
 

What can this lead to? 
• Nutritionist/ Dietitian/ Health Promotion 
• Chef/ Café/ Restaurant Owner 
• Food Technologist/ Product Developer 
• Food Safety Officer 
• Community Educator/ Food Teacher 
• Variety of roles within the farming or agricultural sector  
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Foundation Mathematics  
 

Course Content  

Foundation Mathematics focuses on developing 
students’ confidence and foundational numeracy 
skills for everyday use. The course emphasises real-
life applications of numeracy in work, personal, and 
community contexts.  

What will I do? 

In this subject, you will:  

• Build fluency in number skills required for everyday life. 

• Develop a deeper understanding of data displays and how to critically analyse these. 

• Explore ideas within probability. 

• Discover how measurement skills can be used in house design and planning. 

• How to manage personal finances. 

 

What can this lead to? 

Studying Foundation Mathematics provides a strong pathway into apprenticeships, TAFE courses, 
some university degrees or entry-level employment by equipping students with the essential 
numeracy skills valued in many trades and workplace settings. The course helps students gain 
confidence in applying maths to real-world situations such as budgeting, measuring, interpreting 
data, and solving everyday problems.  

 
Why choose this subject? 

Foundation Mathematics is ideal for students who want to build confidence in essential maths skills 
used in everyday life. It offers practical, real-world learning with a supportive approach.  
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General Mathematics 
 

Course Content  

General Mathematics is a comprehensive and practical 
VCE course designed to equip students with essential 
mathematical skills applicable in everyday life, further 
education, and the workplace. This subject caters to 
students who may or may not be pursuing mathematics-
intensive tertiary courses but still recognise the importance 
of a solid mathematical foundation. 

What will I learn?  
• Data Analysis and Statistics – interpreting, representing, and analysing data sets using 

statistical techniques like mean, standard deviation, and boxplots. 
• Linear Functions – exploring and applying linear relationships through graphs, equations, and 

modelling. 
• Financial Mathematics, Recursion and Sequences – understanding simple and compound 

interest, annuities, loans, depreciation, and financial modelling to model real-life scenarios 
including investments and loans. 

• Matrices – performing operations with matrices and using them to model practical problems 
• Networks and Decision Mathematics – solving problems involving paths, connections, and 

scheduling. 
• Measurement and Geometry – applying geometric reasoning, and formulas in practical 

measurement problems. 
• Use of Technology (CAS Calculators) – applying technology to solve, model and interpret 

problems 

What can this lead to? 
Further studies in areas such as business, social sciences, health sciences, and education. Skills will 
also be directly applicable in many vocational and technical careers, enhancing employability and 
career readiness. Whether students are heading towards higher education or entering the workforce, 
the skills developed in General Maths will enable students to pursue careers in teaching, nursing, 
sport science, commerce, accounting, event management, trades, business and much more.  

Why choose this subject? 
General Mathematics is an invaluable subject that equips students with the mathematical tools 
needed for success in both their personal and professional lives. Skills like critical thinking, problem-
solving, and analytical skills, lays the groundwork for informed decision-making and lifelong learning. 
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Geography 
 

Course Content  

VCE Geography is the most interdisciplinary subject as it 
encourages you to explore your place in the world by fostering 
your curiosity about people, places, and environments, and 
helps you build the knowledge to understand global issues and 
how Geography plays a key role in solving challenges and 
planning for the future. 
 

You will explore how people and environments interact by 
studying both Human Geography (cultures, societies, 
economies) and Physical Geography (natural processes and 
landscapes). You’ll investigate hazards and disasters, tourism, 
land cover change (like deforestation and melting glaciers), and 
population issues, such as ageing and migration. Through local 
and global case studies, you’ll build skills in mapping, data 
analysis, fieldwork, and using geospatial technologies. 
 
What will I do? 

• Investigate real-world issues via case studies, such as 2011 Japan Tsunami, Deforestation in 
Cameroon, Melting glaciers and ice-sheets in Greenland, Saudi Arabia population changes, and ageing 
populations in Japan. 

• Undertake Fieldwork to collect and analyse primary and secondary data on bushfire impacts along the 
Great Ocean Road, Geelong regional tourism, and land use change in Armstrong Creek. 

• Use practical tools like maps, graphs, surveys, field sketches and Geographic Information Systems. 
• Explore impacts, issues, and mitigations at local, national, and global levels. 
• Apply knowledge to events like natural disasters, land use change, and migration of people. 
• Interpret graphs, maps, photos, and satellite images. 
• Present findings through reports, maps, graphs, and presentations. 

What can this lead to? 

Studying VCE Geography builds knowledge to address local and global issues while developing valuable 
transferable skills such as research, data collection and analysis, report writing, time management, 
communication, IT, numeracy, problem-solving, and collaboration. It also teaches subject-specific skills like 
map-making, sketches, graphs, and practical fieldwork. These skills are useful across many future pathways 
and can lead to careers in urban planning, environmental science, international development, tourism, 
education, health planning, GIS and mapping, disaster management, and sustainability consulting. 
 

Why choose this subject? 

Geography helps you make sense of the world - It connects science, maths, and the humanities, making it one 
of the most versatile subjects you can study. If you’re curious about how the world works, enjoy solving 
problems, or want to make a difference in the future, Geography is for you. It will give you the knowledge and 
tools to be a more informed, aware, and flexible thinker—qualities that are essential in today’s changing world. 
In the 21st century, it is likely that you will have a varied career path, and VCE Geography equips you with a 
range of skills and knowledge that will give you a flexible approach to future pathways. 
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Health & Human Development 
 

Course Content  

In VCE Health and Human Development Units 1–4, you’ll 
explore the complex factors that influence health and 
wellbeing across the lifespan, from individual choices to 
global health issues. The subject examines Australia’s 
health system, the role of nutrition, and the social and 
environmental conditions that influence health 
outcomes. You’ll study how health is promoted, the 
influence of culture and society, and how local and 
global initiatives work to improve health and human 
development. This course helps you understand current 
health challenges and gives you tools to be an informed 
and health-conscious individual. 

What will I do? 

• Explore the dimensions of health and wellbeing across different stages of life. 
• Investigate factors that influence health, such as education, income, and access to healthcare. 
• Examine Australia's health system and global health organisations like the WHO. 
• Learn about the role of nutrition in promoting physical health. 
• Analyse health data and apply it to real-world case studies. 
• Explore Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspectives on health and wellbeing. 
• Study global health issues such as climate change, conflict, and poverty, and how they impact 
human development. 
• Evaluate programs and strategies designed to improve health outcomes locally and globally. 

What can this lead to? 

VCE Health and Human Development can lead to careers in nursing, medicine, public health, 
nutrition, physiotherapy, health education, social work, psychology, foreign aid, and global health. It 
also provides a strong foundation for further study in health sciences, community services, and health 
promotion, as well as being relevant for roles in education, policy, and advocacy. 

Why choose this subject? 

If you’re passionate about health, wellbeing, and making a positive difference in people’s lives, this 
subject will help you understand how health outcomes are shaped and how they can be improved. 
You will build skills in analysis, critical thinking, and gain insights that are useful in everyday life. 
Whether you're aiming for a career in health or just want to make informed decisions for your own 
wellbeing, this subject offers a meaningful and practical study experience. 
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History 
Course Content  
This subject explores major events and ideas that shaped the 
modern world from 1900 to today. In Units 1 & 2, you’ll study 
the world after World War One, how Nazi Germany rose to 
power and targeted you, the youth through propaganda. You’ll 
also learn how the Cold War changed global politics and 
nearly led to all out nuclear war. In Units 3 & 4, you’ll look at 
two revolutions—France and Russia—and explore how 
revolutions start, the chaos they create, and the long-term 
impact they have on people and society. 
 
What will I learn? 
 

- To investigate real historical events and sources like documents, speeches and posters 
- Complete tasks like propaganda analysis, evaluate sources and bias, and research inquiry tasks 
- Take part in group work and individual investigations 
- Study how and why society, governments and people change over time 
 

UNIT 1:   Change and conflict UNIT 2:  The changing world order 
• How peace treaties led to more conflict 
• How Germany changed under the 

Weimar Republic and then the Nazis 
• The lead-up to World War Two 
• How life and culture changed during the 

1920s and 1930s in Germany 

• What the Cold War was and how it 
divided the world 

• Events like the Atom Bomb, Cuban 
Missile Crisis, and Korean War 

• Big social movements like feminism, 
environmentalism, and civil rights 

 

UNIT 3: French Revolution  UNIT 4: Russian Revolution 
• What caused the French Revolution and 

what happened during it 
• How new ideas and leaders changed 

France, and what stayed the same 
• The experiences of people during the 

Revolution and how it shaped society 

• What caused the Russian Revolution and 
how communism replaced the monarchy 

• How the USSR was created and how 
leaders like Lenin changed the country 

• How everyday life was affected by 
revolution, war and new government 

 
What can this lead to? 
 

Studying History can lead to careers in law, journalism, education, government, politics, and writing. It 
builds research, writing, and analytical skills that are useful in any job that involves critical thinking or 
problem-solving.  
 
Why choose this subject? 
 

This subject is perfect for students who enjoy stories of rebellion, big ideas, and major turning points 
in history. You will also have a better understanding of how big changes in society have occurred and 
why. It’s perfect for curious minds who want to understand how people fight for change and how 
power works in society. 
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Indonesian - Second Language                                              
Course Content  
Studying Indonesian in the VCE program helps you build real-life 
communication skills while exploring Indonesian culture and society. 
You’ll consolidate your speaking, writing, listening and reading in 
Indonesian through topics like daily life, education, travel, traditions, 
the environment, and Australia–Indonesia relations. The 
opportunities are endless! 

What will I learn?  

Each VCE Indonesian unit builds your skills in three key communication areas: 

1. Interpersonal Communication – speaking and listening skills 
2. Interpretative Communication – understanding spoken, written and visual texts 
3. Presentational Communication – creating written pieces using different text types and writing 

style 

The course covers three main themes: The Individual, The Indonesian-Speaking Communities, and 
The World Around Us.  

The Individual The Indonesian-speaking 
Communities 

The World Around Us 

• Personal identity 
• Relationship 
• Education and 

Aspirations 

• History and change  
• Cultural Heritage 
• Lifestyles 

 

• Global and 
contemporary society 

• Communication and 
Media 

• Environment Issues 
 

What can this lead to? 
Studying Indonesian can lead to careers in international relations, tourism, education, trade, 
diplomacy, and international development. As Australia’s closest neighbour, Indonesia is an 
important regional partner, and language skills open opportunities to work and travel. Learning a 
language develops communication skills, cultural understanding, and flexible thinking—valuable 
assets in any profession or personal pursuit.  
 
Why choose this subject? 
Indonesian is ideal for students who are passionate about language, culture and connections with our 
Asia-Pacific neighbours. It suits independent, reflective learners who enjoy communication and 
critical thinking, and who want to be able to travel to Indonesia and other South-east Asian nations 
and speak Bahasa confidently. The subject builds intercultural understanding and language skills, 
supporting future pathways in international relations, education, commerce, and the humanities 
within the Asia-Pacific region.  
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Italian 
Course Content  

Studying Italian in the VCE program helps you build real-life 
communication skills while exploring Italian culture and society. 
You’ll consolidate your speaking, writing, listening, and reading in 
Italian through topics like daily life, education, travel, traditions, 
the environment, and Australia–Italy relations.  

What will I learn?  

Each VCE Italian unit builds your skills in three key communication areas: 

4. Interpersonal Communication – speaking and listening skills 
5. Interpretative Communication – understanding spoken, written and visual texts 
6. Presentational Communication – creating written pieces using different text types and writing 

style 

The course covers three main themes: The Individual, The Italian-Speaking Communities, and The 
World Around Us.  

The Individual The Italian-speaking Communities The World Around Us 
• Personal identity 

and lifestyles 
• Relationships 
• Education and 

Aspirations 

• The Italian cultural heritage 
• Historical/contemporary 

people and events 
• Living in an Italian 

community 

• Global and contemporary 
society 

• Communication and 
Media 

• The influence of science 
and technology 

 

What can this lead to? 
Studying Italian can lead to careers in international relations, tourism, education, trade, diplomacy, 
and international development. Italy is an important global partner, and language skills open 
opportunities to work and travel. Learning a language develops communication skills, cultural 
understanding, and flexible thinking—valuable assets in any profession or personal pursuit.  

 
Why choose this subject? 
Italian is ideal for students who are passionate about Italian culture and food, which are among the 
best in the world. It suits independent, reflective learners who enjoy communication and critical 
thinking, and who want to be able to travel to Italy and speak Italian confidently. The subject builds 
intercultural understanding and language skills, supporting future pathways in international relations, 
education, commerce, and the humanities within the global arena. 
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Legal Studies 
 

Course Content  
In contemporary Australian Society there is a range of 
complex laws that Australians are both protected by and 
subject to that exist to protect the rights of individuals and 
achieve social cohesion. VCE Legal Studies explores 
criminal, civil and constitutional laws.  You will follow the 
process from law creation, to the courtroom, verdict and 
eventual punishment.   
 

What will I learn?  
UNIT 1: Presumption of Innocence UNIT 2: Wrongs and Rights 

• Legal foundations 
• Proving Guilt 
• Sanctions 

• Civil Liabilities 
• Remedies 
• Human rights 

 
UNIT 3: Rights and Justice UNIT 4: The people, the law and reform 

• The Victorian criminal justice system 
• The Victorian civil justice system 

• The people and the law makers 
• The people and reform 

 

What can this lead to? 
A career in legal studies can open doors to a wide range of opportunities. Legal studies is a good 
choice for students interested in law, government or simply gaining a better understanding of their 
rights and responsibilities as citizens. Career opportunities include lawyer, police, criminology, 
customs, public policy, human resources, or politics.  If you choose to work in law there are so many 
types of law you could specialise in including criminal law, civil law, constitutional law and human 
rights law as examples.  

 

Why choose this subject? 
If you choose this subject it can enable you to become active and informed citizens, providing 
valuable insight into the relationship between law and the legal system.  In studying legal studies, you 
can come to appreciate how legal systems and processes aim to achieve social cohesion.  Legal 
Studies also equips students with the ability to research and analyse, apply legal reasoning and 
fosters critical thinking skills to solve legal problems. 
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Mathematical Methods 
 

Course Content  

VCE Mathematical Methods is a subject designed for students who enjoy solving problems, thinking 
logically, and applying mathematics to real-life and theoretical 
situations. Across Units 1 to 4, you’ll explore a range of important 
mathematical ideas including algebra, functions, graphs, calculus and 
probability. You'll learn how to model and solve problems and your 
understanding to practical situations. Mathematical Methods is best 
suited to students who are confident in algebra and are willing to 
challenge themselves with more complex concepts. VCE Methods 
builds on the strong foundation built in Year 10 Methods. A CAS 
calculator is required and will be used throughout the course to support 
learning and problem solving.  

What will I do? 

• Learn how to work with algebraic expressions, equations, and inequalities 
• Explore different types of functions and graphs (like linear, quadratic, exponential, and more) 
• Understand how functions change using transformations and technology 
• Use calculus to study rates of change and real-world problems (like speed, area, and growth) 
• Apply probability rules to calculate chances in everyday and theoretical situations 
• Use technology, especially a CAS calculator to support working with complex problems 
• Develop logical thinking and problem-solving strategies 
• Practice with a range of question types from simple calculations to extended application 

problems 

What can this lead to? 
If you are interested in pursuing a career in Engineering, Science, Aviation, Medicine, Commerce, 
Dentistry, Pharmacology, Optometry, Physiotherapy or IT, Methods might be the best place for you! 
Studying Methods opens the door to a wide range of university and TAFE courses. The skills you 
develop, like logical thinking, problem-solving, and using mathematics to model real situations are 
highly valued in further study and in the workplace. Whether you're planning a career in medicine, 
data analysis, software development, finance, or research, Mathematical Methods is a strong choice 
that keeps your future options open. 
 
Why choose this subject? 
Do you love problem-solving, logical and abstract thinking, investigating how and why things work? 
Methods might just be for you! This subject will challenge you to think deeply and develop strong skills 
in algebra, graphs, calculus, and probability, skills that are not only useful in school, but also in many 
university courses and careers. Methods is a great option if you're planning to study science, 
engineering, medicine, technology, business, or any course that values mathematical thinking. It also 
helps build confidence with complex problems and develop strong problem-solving skills. 
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Media Studies 
  

Course Content 

In Media, you’ll learn how stories are used to share ideas and 
connect with audiences. You’ll explore how media represents real 
life, imagination, and different points of view. You’ll study how 
things like time, place, culture, and values influence the way 
media is made—and how people understand it in different ways.  

You’ll look at the relationship between media and audiences by 
asking questions like: 

• Who has the power to influence? 
• How does media shape what we believe? 
• What role do audiences play? 

You’ll explore how technology, like social media and streaming, has changed how media is created, shared, and 
used. Today, audiences are not just watchers—they also create and share content. You’ll also compare 
traditional media (like TV and newspapers) with digital platforms (like TikTok and YouTube) and learn how they 
compete and change over time. 

By the end of this study, you’ll understand how media works and your role as both a creator and a viewer. 

What will I do? 
 

• Create your own design folio with the narrative process. 
• Analyse films in terms of narrative and meaning. 
• Plan, script, storyboard and produce Media films. 
• Use the pre-production stage to produce other forms such as photography, animation and magazines. 
• Edit sound and visuals in media editing software. 
• Analyse the ways media has changed, and the ethical and legal issues around this change. 
• Explore new and old media. 
• Exhibit your chosen media form in the Arts and Technology exhibition. 

 
What can this lead to? 
 
Studying Media can lead to careers in film and TV, social media, journalism, advertising, marketing, and 
photography. You might work behind the scenes as a camera operator, editor, or producer, or in front of the 
camera as a presenter or content creator. Some work in the media industry, while others use their skills for 
freelance projects, building their own brands, or creating media as a personal creative outlet. 
 
Why choose this subject? 
 
If you're a creative thinker with an interest in storytelling, technology, or communication, this subject gives you 
the chance to explore ideas and develop your own media style. You’ll build confidence, communicate effectively, 
and grow your problem-solving skills by creating media products for different audiences and purposes. Through 
hands-on projects, you’ll learn how to respond to media briefs, think critically, and produce work that is engaging, 
purposeful, and visually strong. You’ll also develop a folio of media work that can support further study or lead 
to a career in media and communication 
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Music Performance  
 

Course Content  

In VCE Music Performance you’ll explore how to develop 
your own creative voice through manipulating music 
elements and instrument techniques in performance. You’ll 
learn how musicians prepare and present works for 
performance, and how to plan and present your own 
performance. The course helps you develop your individual 
performance voice and understand how to communicate 
meaning and emotion through music.  

In Units 3+4 you’ll choose one of two performance study 
designs, Repertoire or Contemporary Performance. 

 

What will I do?  

• Study musicians as influences and gather personal inspiration.  
• Explore music elements and experiment with techniques specific to your instrument 
• Develop and refine ideas through reimagining existing performance pieces. 
• Learn about some of the music theory elements that combine to create music 
• Perform! In class, at school, and in the wider community. 
• Attend performances and be inspired by professional musicians. 

 

What can this lead to? 

Music Performance studies can lead to careers in performance, composing, festival and arts 
administration, education and retail. It also supports pathways into further study in contemporary arts 
performance. 

 

Why choose this subject? 

Music studies help you develop your poise and confidence in presenting and performing. If you are 
looking for a subject which allows you to explore and express your emotions through creativity, then 
music is a perfect fit for you. You’ll learn how musicians make sense of the world around them 
through their music. You’ll be inspired by performances by your peers and other musicians to 
experiment with your own music making, to develop, expand and enjoy your own creative voice.  

  



 

 Belmont High School                                                                                            VCE Subject Selection Handbook | 37 
 

Physical Education 

 

Course Content  
VCE Physical Education explores how the body and 
mind work together to influence participation and 
performance in physical activity, sport and exercise. 
Students investigate topics including fitness, training 
methods, body systems, skill acquisition, health and 
wellbeing, biomechanics and energy systems. 

The subject combines theory with practical activities, 
allowing students to apply concepts through sport, 
exercise and fitness testing. Students undertake a range of practical sessions at school, BioLAB, 
Deakin University and in the Geelong community. VCE Physical Education is ideal for students 
interested in sport, health, fitness or exercise science, and supports pathways into a range of health 
and sport-related careers. 
 

What will I learn?  

UNIT 1: The human body in motion UNIT 2: Physical activity, sport, exercise and 
society 

• How does the musculoskeletal system 
work to produce movement?  

• How does the cardiorespiratory system 
function at rest and during physical 
activity?  

• How do physical activity, sport and 
exercise contribute to healthy lifestyles? 

• What are the contemporary issues 
associated with physical activity and 
sport? 

 

UNIT 3: Movement skills and energy for 
physical activity, sport and exercise 

UNIT 4: Training to improve performance 

• How are movement skills improved? 
• How does the body produce energy? 

• What are the foundations of an effective 
training program? 

• How is training implemented effectively 
to improve fitness? 

 

What can this lead to? 
VCE Physical Education provides a pathway to a variety of careers in fields like education, sports 
science, health promotion, and coaching. Job opportunities include teaching in schools (primary and 
secondary), the fitness industry, as well as positions such as a nurse, physiotherapist or occupational 
therapist. 
 
Why choose this subject? 
Choose VCE Physical Education if you’re interested in developing the knowledge and skills required to 
evaluate your own and others' performance and participation in physical activity.  
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Physics 

Course Content  
VCE Physics explores the fundamental laws that govern our universe, 
from the tiniest particles to the largest galaxies. You will investigate how 
matter and energy interact by conducting hands-on experiments, 
making precise measurements and using mathematical models to 
explain what you observe. Throughout the course, you will delve into 
core topics—mechanics, electricity and magnetism, waves, 
thermodynamics, and atomic and quantum physics—while also 
choosing from specialised modules such as astrophysics, particle 
physics, optics, electronics, medical physics and more. You will study how classical theories have 
endured and how new discoveries continue to reshape our understanding, critically evaluating 
contemporary research and models. This subject challenges you to think deeply about the physical 
world, apply your learning in real-world contexts, and develop skills in problem solving, investigation 
and analysis—skills that are highly valued across science and engineering fields. 

What will I learn?  
UNIT 1: How is energy useful to society? UNIT 2: How does physics help us to 

understand the world? 
• Investigate light and explore thermal energy 
• Examine fission, fusion, and radiation 
• Explore electricity to transfer energy 

• Analyse forces and motion 
• Choose and explore real-world physics 
• Design and run your own practical 

investigation 
 

UNIT 3: How do fields explain motion and 
electricity? 

UNIT 4: How can two contradictory models 
explain both light and matter? 

• Explore Newtonian laws of motion 
• Examine gravitational, electric and magnetic 

fields 
• Investigate motors and electricity generation 

• Investigate wave-particle duality, relativity, 
and the relationship between energy and 
mass 

• Design and run your own practical 
investigation 

 
What can this lead to? 
Physics prepares students for further study in science, engineering, medicine, and technology. The 
skills developed—problem-solving, data analysis, and logical reasoning—are valued in a range of 
industries. Pathways include careers in engineering, health sciences, renewable energy, data science, 
research, and education. 

Why choose this subject? 
Physics is all about exploring how the world works—from the tiniest particles to the vastness of space. 
You will do exciting experiments, ask big questions, and learn to think like a scientist. It is a hands-on, 
practical subject where you test ideas and make discoveries. If you are self-motivated, prepared to get 
invested, are curious about the universe and love finding out why things happen, Physics is for you! 



 

 Belmont High School                                                                                            VCE Subject Selection Handbook | 39 
 

Product Design & Technology (Wood/Metals/Fibre/Plastics) 
 

Course Content  

This subject introduces students to the world 
of design and production in different materials 
including wood, metal, fibre, and plastic 
materials. Using the design process, you will 
develop designed solutions from raw or 
recycled materials; think furniture or a dress, a 
custom bag or piece of jewellery, this is up to 
you! Whilst designing you will incorporate 
sustainability in your design thinking, and 
design products that improve people’s lives 
and limit the impact on the world around us. 

What will I learn?  
UNIT 1: Design Practices  UNIT 2: Positive Impacts for End-users 

• Learn the design process and the role of 
sustainability in product design. 

• Investigate materials and production 
methods. 

• Redesign and improve an existing product 
using safe practices. 

• Work as a team to design and produce a 
product. 

• Collaboratively develop and produce a 
design to solve a real-world problem.  

• Learn about end-user needs, aesthetics, 
design function, and material choices. 

 
UNIT 3: Ethical Product Design & 
Development 

UNIT 4: Production & Evaluation of Ethical 
Design 

• Design a product that solves a real-world 
problem. 

• Explore and include in your design; 
ethical production, sustainability, and 
materials. 

• Design for a specific end user or need.  

• Produce and evaluate how successful 
your product is. 

• Compare with similar products using end 
user feedback. 

• Use a wide range of machinery and 
technologies to produce your product. 

What can this lead to? 
This subject can lead to careers in industrial design, product and interior design, fashion, engineering, 
furniture making, jewellery and architecture. It also provides practical skills for personal projects and 
apprenticeships. Creative thinking is also a highly valued skill in everyday life.  

Why choose this subject? 
If you enjoy hands-on work, solving problems, and seeing your ideas come to life as real products, this 
subject is for you. It’s ideal for creative thinkers who are also interested in practical skills, design and 
sustainability.  
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Psychology 
 

Course Content  
 
VCE Psychology investigates how and why people think, feel and behave the way 
they do. You’ll explore the brain, emotions, mental health, memory, and behaviour 
-  both as individuals and in groups. You’ll also learn how to design and conduct 
psychological research. Psychology combines science with real-world insights, 
helping you better understand yourself and others. 

What will I learn?  

UNIT 1: How are behaviour and mental processes 
shaped? 

UNIT 2: How do internal and external factors 
influence behaviour? 

• Examine how genetic and environmental 
factors influence psychological 
development. 

• Explore brain structure and function, and 
their role in behaviour. 

• Understand how stress affects mental 
processes and behaviour. 
 

• Investigate how perception is influenced by 
biological, psychological, and social factors. 

•  Study the impact of social cognition on 
attitudes, prejudice, and discrimination. 

• Explore how individuals are influenced by 
others in group settings. 
 

 

UNIT 3: How does experience affect behaviour and 
mental processes? 

UNIT 4: How is wellbeing developed and 
maintained? 

• Understand how the brain enables learning 
and memory. 

• Examine classical and operant conditioning, 
and observational learning. 

• Explore models of memory and factors that 
affect memory retention and retrieval. 

• Investigate the nature of mental health and 
mental illness. 

• Study the development and treatment of 
phobias. 

• Explore factors that contribute to resilience 
and wellbeing. 
 

 

What can this lead to? 
Psychology can lead to a wide range of careers that focus on helping people or understanding 
behaviour. You could become a psychologist, counsellor, social worker, nurse, researcher, or even 
work in human resources, marketing, sports performance or criminology. Understanding people is a 
skill useful in almost any career.  

Why choose this subject? 
Choose Psychology if you're curious about how the mind works, enjoy understanding others, or are 
interested in mental health and wellbeing. This subject helps you develop scientific thinking, research 
skills and emotional intelligence – skills that will benefit you in life and in many different careers. 
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Specialist Mathematics 
 

Course Content  
In VCE Specialist Mathematics, you will develop a deeper 
understanding of maths as you master tricky concepts and 
explore beautiful results. You will build upon the content of 
VCE Mathematical Methods (either studied previously or at 
the same time) to explore a variety of advanced theoretical 
concepts and their applications to real-world problems. 
 
 
What will I learn?  

UNIT 1 UNIT 2 
• Logic, proofs and algorithms 
• Sequences, series and combinatorics 
• Matrices and graph theory 

• Data analysis, probability and statistics 
• Transformations and vectors 
• Complex numbers and circular functions 

 
UNIT 3 UNIT 4 

• Logic, proofs and pseudocode 
• Vectors, lines and planes 
• Complex numbers, derivatives, functions 

and graphs 

• Integral and vector calculus 
• Differential equations and kinematics 
• Distributions, confidence intervals and 

hypothesis testing 
 
 

What can this lead to? 
Mathematics underpins all topics of science, engineering, technology and statistics. As such, being 
highly-skilled in maths will boost your employability (and salary!) in a wide range of careers, whether 
in research, industry or data analysis. Also, many STEM-related university courses require students to 
have achieved a raw study score of at least 25 in Methods or Specialist Maths, so by taking both 
subjects, you will have two chances to meet this requirement. Even if you’re not considering a career 
in STEM, but you’re willing to work hard and you’re passionate about maths, then Specialist 
Mathematics is the course for you! 
 

Why choose this subject? 
• Challenge yourself and take your maths skills to the next level! 
• Get an advantage in other VCE subjects, like General Maths, Methods and Physics! 
• Get a head-start on the university-level maths required for courses like engineering, science 

and computer science! 
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Systems Engineering 
 

Course Content  
VCE Systems Engineering involves the design, production, 
operation, evaluation and iteration of integrated Systems. 
This study can be applied to a diverse range of engineering 
fields such as manufacturing, transportation, automation, 
control technologies, mechanisms and mechatronics, 
electrotechnology, robotics, pneumatics, hydraulics, and 
energy management. 
 

What will I learn?  
UNIT 1: Mechanical Systems UNIT 2: Electrotechnology systems 

• Engineering fundamentals as the basis of 
understanding concepts, principles and 
components that operate in mechanical 
systems.  

 

• Fundamental mechanical engineering 
principles 

• Using the systems engineering process 
students research, design and plan a 
mechanical system. 

 

UNIT 3: Integrated  and controlled systems UNIT 4: Systems control 

• Engineering knowledge associated with the 
integration, calibration and control of 

• Mechanical and electrotechnological 
systems 

• Creation of the mechanical and 
electrotechnological integrated and 
controlled system 

 

What can this lead to? 
 A career in systems engineering can lead to jobs in robotics, mechatronics, automation, electronics, 
and mechanical design. It’s a strong foundation for engineering, trades, or tech-based careers in 
industries like manufacturing, aerospace, or renewable energy. 

 

Why choose this subject? 
Choose Systems Engineering in VCE to explore how electronics and mechanics work together. You’ll 
design, build, and program real systems—great preparation for careers in engineering, trades, or 
technology. It’s hands-on, creative, and problem-solving focused. 
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VCE VET Music Performance  
Course Content  

VCE VET Music Performance is focused on performing and 
creating music. You’ll have the chance to perform live at 
professional venues around Geelong and learn how to write, 
record, and produce your own songs. You'll also work with 
industry professionals and develop real skills for a future in the 
music industry. 
 
This course contributes to the CUA30920 Certificate III in Music 
(Performance) and can count for up to four VCE units – two at 
Units 1 and 2 level, and two at Units 3 and 4 level. 
 
VET Music includes a scored assessment, so you can receive a study score that may count towards 
your ATAR. Completing all or part of the certificate will also contribute to your VCE Vocational Major 
Certificate. 
 
What Will I do? 

• Rehearse each week, developing a performance program either as a soloist or as a band 
member. 

• Write and produce your own songs. 
• Learn about copyright, and how you can use it to protect your work. 
• Experiment with music technology to create your own music. 
• Journal your personal progress, refining your understanding of techniques and stagecraft. 
• Learn how to put on a professional show, and to interact with industry professionals. 
• Perform! In class, at school, and at professional venues in and around Geelong. 
• Attend performances and be inspired by professional musicians. 

 

UNITS 1 and 2:   
CUACMP311 Implement copyright arrangements CUAMPF311 Develop technical skills for musical perform 
CUAIND313 Work effectively in the music industry CUAMPF312 Prepare for musical performances 
CUAIND314 Plan a career in the creative arts industry CUAMPF315 Develop and perform musical improvisation 
CUAMPF213 Perform simple repertoire in ensembles CUAMPF412 Develop and apply stagecraft skills 
CUAMCP312 Write song lyrics CUAMPF414 Perform music as part of a group OR 
CUAMPF212 Incorporate music technology into 

performances 
CUAMPF416 Perform music as a soloist 

 

What can this lead to? 
VCE VET studies prepare you for a career in performance, sound engineering, composition, festival 
and arts administration, education and retail. This course also supports pathways into further study in 
contemporary music performance and music industry. Students who complete the full two-year 
course gain a Certificate 3 in Music Performance, a nationally recognized qualification. 
 
Why choose this subject? 
VCE VET studies help you develop the skills you need to pursue a career in music. If you are looking for 
a practical subject which gives you time to play your instrument and to develop your skill set as a 
musician, this VET subject is for you. You’ll be mentored and inspired by music industry professionals 
and gain the experience and confidence you need to set you up for a career in the music industry. 
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SIS20419 Certificate II in Outdoor Recreation 
Course Content  

Outdoor Recreation offers students the opportunity to participate 
in a range of outdoor and adventure-based activities while 
developing teamwork, communication, leadership, and resilience 
skills. Students should have an interest in outdoor environments, 
enjoy activities such as hiking and surfing, and be prepared to 
participate in overnight camps and practical learning 
experiences. An appropriate level of swimming ability is required 
to ensure safe participation in water-based activities. 
 
Duration 
This is a one-year course. This course is delivered at Belmont High School through IVET (RTO #40548). 
If successfully completed, you may gain a nationally recognised qualification SIS20419 Certificate II in 
Outdoor Recreation 

What will I learn? 
Vocational Education and Training assessment is competency based.  This is a hands-on course with 
practical assessment. There is also a theory component which students must complete in order to be 
deemed competent. 

UNIT 1 and 2 Core:  
HLTWHS001  Participate in workplace health and safety 
SISOFLD001  Assist in conducting outdoor recreation sessions 
SISOFLD002  Minimise environmental impact 
SISXIND002  maintain sport, fitness and recreation industry knowledge 

 
 

Electives  
SISOBWG001               Bushwalk in tracked environments 
SISOFLD006  Navigate in tracked environments 
SISAQU002  Perform basic water rescues 
SISOSRF001  Surf small waves using basic maneuvers 
HLTAID011  Provide First Aid (Delivered by Savile Training RTO #45452) 
SISXFAC001  Maintain equipment for activities 
SISXEMR001  Respond to emergency situations 

 
Why choose this subject? 
Choose this subject if you are interested in the outdoors, increasing your independence,  
leadership and developing practical skills that can be used in real-life situations. It  
also opens exciting career opportunities in outdoor education, adventure tourism, 
and fitness industries.                        RTO #40548            
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SIS30122 Certificate III in Sport, Aquatics and Recreation 
(Partial Completion) 

 
Course Content 

The aim of the Sport and Recreation course is to equip students with the knowledge and practical 
skills required to develop competencies that enhance pathways into the sport and recreation 
industry. The program provides students with the opportunity to work towards a recognised 
qualification while participating in a range of sport, fitness, and outdoor recreation activities 
throughout the year. 

What will I learn?  

BSBWHS308: Participate in WHS hazard 
identification, risk assessment and risk 
control 

SISSSCO001: Conduct sport coaching with 
foundation level participants 
 

Participate in workplace health and safety 
processes by identifying hazards, contributing to 
risk assessments, and applying risk control 
measures to help maintain safe and healthy 
workplace and outdoor activity environments. 

Students will learn how to plan and deliver 
safe and inclusive coaching sessions for 
foundation-level participants while 
developing communication, leadership, and 
sport coaching skills in Volleyball and other 
sports. 

 
SISXPLD002: Deliver Recreation Sessions SISXPLD004: Facilitate Groups 
Prepare for and lead recreational activities that 
may be designed by you or others, to a variety of 
participants at BHS  

 

Facilitate the effective functioning of a group of 
people participating in a sport or recreation 
activity like an overnight hike  

 
What can this lead to? 
This program provides pathways into TAFE and university studies in Outdoor Recreation, Fitness, 
Sport, and Coaching, and may lead to further training or employment opportunities within the sport, 
recreation, administration, and leisure industries. Possible career pathways include recreation 
assistant, sports coach, fitness assistant, community 
recreation worker, outdoor recreation guide, sports 
administration assistant, or progression into higher-level 
sport and fitness qualifications. 
 
Why choose this subject? 
If you are interested in pursuing any of the above careers, have an interest in the outdoor activities, 
enjoy learning by doing, or have an interest in coaching or being involved in sports. Students can also 
undertake a Scored Assessment contributing towards their ATAR.  
Students undertaking this certificate are eligible for two VCE VET  
units towards their VCE or Vocational Major statement of results  
as a VCE VET Units 3 and 4 sequence.   

RTO #45452            
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 Visual Communication Design 
  

Course Content 

Visual Communication Design teaches students to use images, 
symbols, type, and layout to communicate ideas and solve problems. 
They create designs using both hand-drawing and digital tools, 
learning to choose styles and materials that make messages clear and 
appealing.  

Students work through a design process—researching, sketching, 
developing, and presenting ideas—and give and receive feedback to 
improve their work. Projects may involve creating objects, spaces, or 
experiences, both online and offline. Students explore how design is 
shaped by culture, technology, money, and ethics, with a focus on 
sustainability and respect for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
perspectives and knowledge. 

What will I do? 
 

• Create your own design folio with sketches, ideas, and finished work. 
• Practice one-point perspective, orthogonal, isometric and other drawing techniques. 
• Use pencils, markers, and/or digital tools to draw and render objects. 
• Design items like products, spaces or logos, just like a real designer. 
• Reflect on your ideas and improve them using feedback. 
• Build confidence in explaining and presenting your designs. 
• Exhibit you design folio in the Arts and Technology exhibition.  

 
What can this lead to? 
 

Visual Communication Design careers include graphic design, architecture, advertising, and product 
design. Many work in industry, while others use design as a creative outlet for personal projects and 
artistic expression. 
 
 
Why choose this subject? 

If you’re a creative thinker with an interest in design, this subject gives you the chance to explore ideas 
and develop your own design style. You’ll build confidence, communicate visually, and grow your 
problem-solving skills by creating real design solutions for different needs and audiences.  Through 
hands-on projects, you’ll improve your ability to respond to client briefs, think critically, and create 
designs that are both functional and visually appealing. You’ll also build a folio of work that can 
support further study or lead to a career in design. 
 

  


